
 

Summer 2017 

Dear Parents/Guardians of Incoming Fifth-Grade Students, 

During the month of June, all students who will enter fifth grade in the fall were introduced to a 

wonderful online reading application called Lightsail. Lightsail is an adaptive reading program 

that allows students to access many high quality e-books online. The program is able to monitor 

students’ progress of each book read by requiring them to complete cloze activities as they read. 

Lightsail can be used on iPads, Android devices and Chromebooks. 

In order to use the program during the summer, students will need to download the Lightsail app. 

Instructions on how to download this free app are on the back of this letter.  Once the app is 

installed, students can enter the program using the user names and passwords that were given out 

in June. If your child does not remember his/her password, please e-mail me at 

danzalone@hwps.net or Mrs. Hochauser, ELA Chairperson at mhochauser@hwps.net and we 

will try our best to respond as soon as possible.  

Once your child has logged on to his/her account, they will be able to browse the library to select 

a book that interests him/her. In order to complete the book download, the device will need to 

have internet access. However, once a book has been downloaded onto your child’s device, 

internet connection is not required to read the book. Your child can read the book anywhere, 

anytime. The data from the completed activities will be uploaded once internet service is 

restored. As your child reads each book, they will be prompted to complete quick tasks that will 

serve to monitor their comprehension.  

While we believe that this program is a useful tool to support your children’s literacy, it in no 

way replaces the many wonderful literacy experiences you share with your children. We 

encourage you to continue to read to your children and have them read to you. Additionally, 

research has shown that students’ comprehension improves the most when they are able to 

discuss the texts that they read. Please be sure that you are having lively discussions with your 

children about their experiences and the books that they are reading (eBooks and print texts). 

Have wonderful summer and happy reading! 

 

Best, 

 

Dr. Anzalone 


