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Hewlett Honors DistinguisHeD Alumni

by Sofia Pesantez
An explosion rocked the Manchester 

Arena in England on May 22, 2017 following 
a concert by singer Ariana Grande. The attack 
on Monday night killed 22 people and injured 
116. The attacker detonated a homemade bomb 
in the arena’s foyer as Grande finished her 
final song and fans had started making their 
way home. Railings were knocked down as 
the victims raced to escape the bomb, which 
witnesses could only describe as an explosion 
followed by a flash of fire. 

The suicide bomber, Salman Ramadan 
Abedi was identified by a bank card that was in 
his pocket. Long before the bombing occurred, 
members of the bomber’s family warned se-
curity officials about him, saying that he was a 
“dangerous” man. 

The mosque where the Abedi family 
worshiped denounced the blast and expressed 
hope that Manchester can heal. 

Concern among officials is still immi-
nent that Britain remains on its highest terrorism 
alert level. Although the Islamic State in Iraq 
and Syria (ISIS), an extremist fundamentalist 
group, claimed responsibility for the attack, 
much remains to be known about the bombing. 

Links have been discovered between 
Abedi and the  Islamic State,  as his trips to Lib-
ya are scrutinized. Close to Abedi’s household 
were members of the Libyan Islamic Fighting 
Group (LIFG), who lived in Whalley Range. 

Abedi’s father, Ramadan Abedi, has 
previously praised militant groups on social 

media. In addition, Salman Abedi’s brother, 
Hashim, knew he was planning this attack. He 
told the authorities that he knew everything 
about his brother, and what he was planning 
to do in Manchester. He was arrested along 
with many other suspects. German authorities 
confirmed on Thursday that Salman Abedi 
flew to Düsseldorf four days before the arena 
attack. It is home to hundreds of people con-
sidered security threats due to their close links 
to Islamist groups.

Authorities expressed certainty that 
Abedi had been only one part of a web of 
plotters behind Britain’s worst terrorist attack 
in more than a decade. Police were moving 
quickly to disrupt the group, carrying out raids 
across the city and arresting four people, includ-
ing Abedi’s older brother, Ismail. A fifth suspect 
was later apprehended carrying “a suspicious 

mAncHester BomBing BreAks HeArts
package” in the town of Wigan, about 20 miles 
west of Manchester.  As of May 29, a total of 
16 suspects  have been arrested, but two have 
been released. 

Abedi was reported to have been a col-
lege dropout who had recently become radical-
ized. Security experts said it was unlikely that 
he coordinated the attack, and he was most 
likely “a mule” tasked with carrying out the 
bombing, having little role in creating the 
explosive or choosing the target. 

“This was among the worst terrorist 
incidents we have ever experienced in the 
United Kingdom and although it is not the first 
time Manchester has suffered in this way, it is 
the worst attack the city has experienced and 
the wors[t] ever to hit the north of England,” 
British Prime Minister Theresa May said in a 
statement on May 23. 

Ariana Grande since has canceled all 
tour dates until June 5 to recover from this 
incident. 

“We will not let this divide us,” Grande 
said in a statement she posted on Instagram. 
“We won’t let hate win.” On Sunday, June 4, 
Grande returned to the UK for a benfit concert 
featuring many other artists.

The youngest victim in the attack, Saffie 
Rose Roussos, was only 8 years old, while the 
oldest was Jane Tweddle-Taylor, a 51-year-old 
school receptionist. As of Friday, May 25, 75 
victims remain in hospitals and 23 patients 
remain in critical condition, five of whom are 
children. 

by Bharvi Chavre
On April 30, 2017, G.W. Hewlett High 

School was filled with chatter and laughter, as 
alumni came back to honor their former peers. 
The 20th annual induction ceremony celebrated 
alumni who have made groundbreaking ac-
complishments utilizing the skills they acquired 
in high school. 

The day began with the Hewlett-Wood-
mere Alumni Association (HWAA) board 
members, honorees and alumni gathering 
and reminiscing at their old high school while 
members of the high school’s chamber orchestra 
provided music for the event. Visitors gathered 
in the cafeteria for brunch. Towards the end, 
Dr. Ralph Marino, Superintendent of Hewlett-
Woodmere Public Schools, and Dr. Theodore 
Fulton, Principal of Hewlett High School, 
congratulated the inductees and praised them 
for making Hewlett proud. HWAA President 
Susan Deutsch Love Wilker welcomed the 
crowd to the auditorium and began the induc-
tion ceremony. The inductees were introduced 
by a colleague who nominated them for the 
honor and explained why their nomination 
was deserving of the award. Afterwards, the 
inductees gave a short speech thanking the 
HWAA for their award.

Amy Dukoff  ’74 was recognized for her 
work in advanced endodontics. Not only does 
she have an international patent for a method of 
stem cell preparation and tissue regeneration, 
but she is also a principal founder of a non-profit 
organization called Jr. Re-gifting, which encour-
ages children and young adults to understand 
their impact on their communities. Currently, 

Dukoff serves as the President of the American 
Association of Women Dentists.

Eric Baum ’89 was honored for his ac-
complishments in pediatric otolaryngology. 
In addition to being the Director of Pediatric 
Otolaryngology at Yale University, Baum is the 
Director of the Pediatrics Section, Curriculum 
Committee of the Division of Otolaryngology.  
His publications include a variety of peer-
reviewed manuscripts and poster presentations. 

Keith Gutstein ’89 was nominated for his 
achievements in law, and practices labor and 
employment law on behalf of management. He 

was recognized by numerous organizations, in-
cluding the UJA-Federation of New York, New 
York Metro Super Lawyers and Long Island 
Business News. Presently, Keith is a member of 
the Board of Directors for the Holocaust Memo-
rial and Tolerance Center in Nassau County.

David Berson ’90 was honored for his 
achievements within sports media industry. In 
June 2013, Berson was named the President of 
CBS Sports. Today, he oversees all facets of the 
CBS Sports Network’s management. Berson 
won a Sports Emmy as the Executive Producer 
of Super Bowl 50 and has been recognized 
as being one of the most powerful people in 
the sports industry. Currently, Berson is an 

executive member on the UJA-Federation of 
New York Sports for Youth initiative.

Saul Blinkoff ’90 was recognized for 
his success as an animation film director and 
consultant. Blinkoff began his animation career 
working on “Pocahontas,” “The Hunchback 
of Notre Dame,” “Mulan,” and “Tarzan” with 
Disney Studios. In addition to directing “Spy 
Groove” for MTV, “Winnie the Pooh: Spring-
time with Roo” and “Kronk’s New Groove,” 
Blinkoff has directed many commercials for 
many corporations including Best Buy, Dunkin’ 
Donuts and Subway.

Carla Sosenko ’94 was commended 
for her work in arts and entertainment, as she 
progressed from local to national publications. 
After working for Life & Style and Time Out 
New York, Sosenko was recently named the 
Executive Editor of Entertainment Weekly. She 
also won many awards for Time Out.

Craig Weintraub ’99 was praised for 
his work as an actor, producer, director, and 
screenwriter. Not only did Weintraub form his 
motion picture production company, Weintraub 
Films, but his first feature film Uncle Melvin’s 
Apartment gained multiple awards for Best 
Comedy, Best Screenplay and Best Director. He 
also co-founded The Long Beach International 
Film Festival. Currently, he is working to build a 
filmmaking curriculum at Hewlett High School 
with a peer.

“It is truly amazing to be back,” Wein-
traub said. “This [honor] means very much to 
me, and inspires me to make Hewlett proud.”

Congratulations to all of the inductees for 
their amazing accomplishments.
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editorial

While walking down 
the sidewalks of your new 
campus, nervous jitters flour-
ish in your stomach. Never-
theless, as you continue your 
journey through freshman 

year, these anxieties begin 
to subside and you realize 
that you want to be part of 
something bigger. As talk of 
sororities and fraternities be-
gins to scatter throughout the 
classrooms and dorms, you 
decide to pledge. With tears 
in your eyes, trying to bear the 
the intolerable smell of alcohol 
and multiple body fluids, you 
are down on the ground of the 
boys’ bathroom, scrubbing the 
floor with a toothbrush. Or, 
you may be trying to remain 

We Must Learn to raze the haze
sane while painting a wall in 
the dark with the Teletubbies 
theme song playing on repeat. 
Perhaps, you are being forced 
to run around campus naked. 
You attempt to question the 
ferocity and unforgivingness 
of these orders, yet the older 
fraternity and sorority broth-
ers and sisters look down at 
you and laugh: welcome to 
hell week! 

Hazing refers to ritu-
als and challenges, usually 
in the form of harassment or 
humiliation, that are used as a 
way of initiating a person into 
a group. These activities range 
from small, embarrassing tasks 
to large criminal misconduct. 
Some strongly believe that this 
practice can promote discipline 
within prospective members, 
thus weeding out those who 

truly do not care about the 
initiation process. 

On Feb. 2, hazing prac-
tices at Penn State University’s 
fraternity Beta Theta Pi killed 
19-year-old Tim Piazza. He 
was warned ahead of time that 
the hazing would involve “a lot 
of drinking,” but little did he 
know, he and the other pledges 
would be forced to drink copi-
ous amounts of alcohol until 
their blood alcohol content 
reached a fatal 4.0. When 
the other fraternity brothers 
noticed that Piazza was in 
terrible condition and almost 
unconscious, no one did any-
thing to help him or call for 
help. Piazza was left at the Beta 
Theta Pi house by himself over 
night, where he was forced to 
lie on the floor, bruised and 
bloody, until internal bleeding 

killed him. Eighteen boys from 
the fraternity who witnessed the 
event are currently being tried 
for manslaughter. 

The hazing initiation, 
although originally designed 
to display one’s true loyalty, 
has evolved into a wild tango 
with danger. While most states 
have anti-hazing legislation, 
many fraternities and sororities 
still utilize different forms of 
hazing. Why? Because some 
groups feel that the elimina-
tion of hazing would be a 
death sentence to the traditional 
Greek life. In Piazza’s case, 
the principles of brotherhood 
were placed above his safety. 
The amount of alcohol one can 
consume should not be a way 
to measure one’s dedication 
to a group. A less dangerous 
event, such as a sports tourna-

ment, can help distinguish 
the responsible and dedicated 
members from the rest.

As the year comes to a 
close, many seniors are anx-
iously counting down the 
days until they move into 
their dorms to continue the 
next chapter of their lives. For 
many, a significant part of the 
college experience is Greek 
life. While it often promises a 
new start with a new environ-
ment and new friends, the issue 
of hazing puts a certain stigma 
on membership. Many fresh-
men are so eager to feel ac-
cepted that they may be willing 
to overlook the consequences 
that hazing brings. Though the 
value of Greek life is notable, 
the cost is great. What blurs the 
line between genuine bonding 
activities and life or death? 

RICK ROYALS, 
Co-faculty Adviser 

rroyals@hewlett-woodmere.net

ROSEMARIE SCALFANI, 
Co-faculty Adviser 

rscalfani@hewlett-woodmere.net

SAMANTHA STERN, Editor-in-Chief

a Letter FroM the editor
Dear Readers,

Thank you for reading 
and supporting Hewlett Spec-
trum. As a student-run publica-
tion, we greatly appreciate that 
students, teachers, administra-
tors, parents and community 
members alike take an interest 
in our newspaper that we work 
so hard to publish. We are com-
mitted to providing our peers 
with relevant news stories and 
stimulating discussion on the 
issues that we believe are most 
pressing.

Whether they address 

issues on the school, local, 
national or international level, 
we embrace the fact that our 
articles invoke diverse reac-
tions from our readership. For 
decades, Spectrum has served 
as Hewlett High School’s forum 
for open and honest dialogue.  
This thought-provoking dis-
course not only improves our 
school community in the short 
term, but also prepares students 
for the different opinions we 
will encounter in college and 
beyond. Although the freedom 
to express an unpopular opinion 

may appear to be at risk in some 
parts of the country, the editors 
of Spectrum remain unwaver-
ing in our commitment to al-
lowing anyone to express his 
or her opinion on our pages. In 
fact, our editors have always en-
couraged readers to respond to 
any news article, opinion piece, 
artwork or editorial with a letter 
to the editor. Letters allow our 
readers to share their thoughts 
about the views and opinions 
discussed in the newspaper.

Spectrum’s letters and 
opinion policy states, “Letters to 

the editor and opinion columns 
do not reflect the opinions of 
the editors.” In accordance with 
our policy, we do not edit any 
opinions written in any letter or 
Op-Ed piece. Editors will only 
alter a letter or opinion article 
for fit or to clarify a statement 
written, but never to censor an 
opinion. Within reason, Spec-
trum is committed to publishing 
all letters and opinion pieces we 
receive as long as it is deemed 
appropriate and substantiated 
by the Editorial Board. If you 
feel that your opinion or view 

is not represented in Spectrum, 
we encourage you to join our 
opinion staff or write a letter to 
the editor. 

Again, thank you for 
your continued readership and 
support of Spectrum. It is our 
community’s continued interest 
in Spectrum that has motivated 
generations of students to work 
tirelessly to create this newspa-
per.                    
 Sincerely, 

Samantha Stern ’17
Editor-in-Chief
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is so underdeveloped it should not even be 
considered human.

Some claim women terminate their 
pregnancies because they do not want their 
children. However, there are many other is-
sues at hand. Many terminate their pregnan-
cies because of a number of uncontrollable 
social or economic circumstances. Accord-
ing to the CDC, out of all the abortions per-
formed in 2013, 44.4 percent of the women 
were under the age of 24. A 2004 study found 
that 8 percent of abortions were because of 
rape or incest. On top of that, 23 percent oc-
curred because the parent found they could 
not provide for the child economically. It is 
equally unfair to bring a child into a world 
if they cannot be supported emotionally or 
economically. In most cases, a mother is 
getting an abortion because it is necessary, 
not because she wants to. 

Others claim that women who have 
abortions will likely face mental health 
problems. Many arguing this point cite the 
embellished statistics from afterabortion.org. 
This website cites a 2010 study composed 
of 3,000 women across the United States, 
later published in the Canadian Journal of 
Psychiatry. The study explains that women 
who receive an abortion are 59 percent more 
likely to experience suicidal thoughts. These 
statistics are disturbing. It is undeniable that 
women who receive abortions suffer from 
these ailments.However, it is absurd to even 
suggest that an abortion is the sole cause 
of this. According to the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness, 20 million Americans 
struggle with substance abuse issues and 
16 million Americans have experienced 
episodes of depression or suicidal thoughts. 
Although horrifying, this does not provide 
a direct correlation between abortions and 
mental distraught.

It is also believed that the government 
should stop funding Planned Parenthood. 

If the goal is to restrict access to abortions, 
defunding an organization that spends most 
of its time and resources trying to prevent 
them would not help. Planned Parenthood 
also issues pregnancy tests and prenatal 
care to keep pregnant women healthy. They 
also offer educational courses on Sexually 
Transmitted Infections (STIs). They provide 
referrals and family practice services should 
a woman decide to continue her pregnancy 
Abortions only make up roughly three per-
cent of the clinic’s work.  If an organization 
wants to do more than the government, it 
should be championed and not defunded.

These same people claim that the 
ability to get an abortion has led to an abuse 
of the system, which makes people sexually 
irresponsible. Sexual assault and rape remain 
very real problems in America and are a di-
rect sign of the mistreatment and disrespect 
women endure. Furthermore, how safe is safe 
sex? Condoms, for example, are only effec-
tive 82 percent of the time and birth control 
pills are only effective 91 percent. Although 
intrauterine devices (IUDs), sterilization, 
and vasectomies work 99 percent of the time, 
they can cost anywhere from $150 to $6,000. 
It is obviously better to use contraception, 
but it is not a guarantee that one will not get 
pregnant. On average, we cannot stereotype 
all women who need abortions as irrespon-
sible; there are some obvious reasons why 
these accidents may happen.

While many feel that abortion is a 
gruesome murder, they fail to comprehend 
that a fetus is not a human being. Defund-
ing Planned Parenthood will not end all 
abortions either. “My Body, My Choice” 
expresses that the mother has every right 
to abort the fetus if she is not financially or 
emotionally ready to have a baby. Although 
not everyone is going to agree, if a mother 
needs to abort her fetus, it is her decision and 
no one else’s.

by Bharvi Chavre, Julia Grossman 
and Chloe Van Steertegem

Every person in the United States 
reserves the right to control what hap-
pens to his or her body. If a woman 
personally does not believe in abortions, 
then she should not have one. No one 
should be able to dictate what a woman 
does with her body - especially men who 
do not endure the agony and potential 
health complications of giving birth. 
In James DeMarsico’s “A Letter to the 
Editor: A View on Abortion,” he fails to 
grasp this concept.

There have been many debates 
over abortion and government fund-
ing of health care centers that provide 
abortive services. Those who are “pro-
life,” or more accurately, “anti-choice,” 
strongly believe banning abortion pro-
cedures would benefit society. 

Planned Parenthood, a well-known 
healthcare facility, provides free or low-
cost sexual and reproductive care to over 
4.5 million men and women. It offers 
many general health services, such as flu 
vaccinations and cholesterol screenings 
in addition to abortion services. Many 
opponents of the pro-choice movement 
seem to think that defunding Planned 
Parenthood will prevent women from 
getting abortions. This assumption is far 
from true; women likely would revert to 
employing more risky methods in order 
to abort unwanted fetuses instead. In 
the 1960s, women used coat hangers 
as abortive methods of sheer despera-

tion. DeMarsico states that defunding 
Planned Parenthood would “bring back 
some religious values into people’s daily 
lives,” as well as teach “irresponsible 
people to be responsible.” This same ar-
gument was used in favor of Prohibition 
in the early twentieth century. Needless 
to say, that attempt failed miserably; the 
act was soon repealed and continues to 
be criticized today.

According to the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), 21.6 million women 
annually have an unsafe abortion, killing 
47,000 women every year (13% of all 
maternal deaths). On top of this, of the 
women who will survive these unsafe 
abortions, 5 million will face long-term 
health complications.

The irony of the “logic” DeMar-
sico and other “anti-choicers” preach is 
that while they are willing to go to great 
lengths to protect the unborn fetuses, 
they quickly push the rights of women 
under the rug. They are completely dis-
regarding the wellbeing of women and 
show their extremism by making abor-
tions more difficult to obtain.

DeMarsico and his fellow con-
servatives argue that a fetus is not part 
of a mother’s body because they do not 
share the same DNA or blood. However, 
the majority of abortions are only legal 
before 24 weeks of pregnancy. During 
this time, the fetus needs the woman to 
survive- the fetus is a part of her body. 
The woman should be the only one to 
decide what to do with her body and the 

fetus inside.
Pregnancy can severely impact 

and impair a woman’s body, and has 
both physical and emotional effects. A 
woman should have the power to decide 
if she is able to carry a child for nine 
months.

“Anti-choicers” often fail to ac-
knowledge the impact that limiting ac-
cess to abortion would have on the foster 
care system with its already crumbling 
infrastructure. Those who oppose abor-
tion often suggest that the unwanted 
babies should be put up for adoption. It 
is not so easy for all of these children to 
be adopted. Not only does this decision 
take a toll on the mother, it can nega-
tively impact children as well, as many 
of them will wind up in some form of 
foster care.

The U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services reported that nearly 
420,000 children were in the already 
overcrowded foster care system as of 
2016. In Maryland, a 1992 study found 
that accusations of sexual abuse in foster 
care are four times higher than among 
the general population and “a third of 
children placed in foster care eventually 
end up homeless, and 35% are arrested 
while in foster care.” How can one claim 
to be protecting  a fetus, yet completely 
disregard the safety and well-being 
of the children who are already born 
struggling? 

“Anti-choicers” need to ask them-
selves how many children they will 

Abortion: An UndeniAble right

by Tyler Layne and Jack Minzer
 In “A Letter to the Editor: A View on 

Abortion,”  James DeMarsico asserts, “The 
Republican Party of the United States is his-
torically known for having religious-based 
beliefs when it comes to social issues. This 
includes opposition to homosexual marriage 
and abortion.” Although it is perfectly ac-
ceptable to be religious in the United States, 
the Republican Party turns those exact be-
liefs into law. The First Amendment protects 
the American people by declaring laws in 
favor of specific religious beliefs unconsti-
tutional. This is just one of many problems 
with the argument against abortion.

 Many people who are pro-life justify 
their position by stating that a fetus is techni-
cally living, and terminating it is committing 
“murder”. DeMarsico states, “...if the fetus 
were a part of its mother’s body, it should 
have her DNA. However, the fetus does not 
have the same DNA as the mother and thus 
is a foreign entity within the woman’s body. 
Simple biology.” This is not “simple biology”. 
A fetus only shares half of its mother’s DNA; 
50 percent of its genetic information is also 
from the father. Even if a fetus is classified as 
a foreign entity, the women can, and should, 
decide whether to abort the fetus or carry it 
to term. Even though a fetus is alive soon 
after conception, the stage it is in cannot be 
considered human in the least. According to 
a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) study conducted in 2013, 65.9 percent 
of all abortions occurred within the first eight 
weeks of a pregnancy, while 91.4 percent 
occurred within the first trimester. Many 
people fail to realize that by the end of the 
first trimester, the fetus is no more than six 
centimeters in length. In the first trimester, a 
fetus does not yet have developed organs or 
nerves. It cannot breathe or feel pain because 
the nervous system and brain of a fetus are 
not connected until the second trimester. It 

A letter to the editor: A View on Abortion KUdos!
by Margery Kashman

I wish to congratulate Samantha Stern 
for “Blast from the past:  Where are they 
now?” in the May 4 issue of Spectrum. It 
was delightful to read the profiles of twenty 
Spectrum editors, whose tenure on the paper 
ranged from 1985 to 2013, as they shared 
their memories and perspectives about what 
they learned as members of the newspaper 
“team.” 

As Spectrum co-adviser with my dear 
friend Robert Carp, who passed away in 
2010, I shared many proud moments as we 
navigated the journey of high school journal-
ism.  As Spectrum “technology” developed 
over the years from literally cutting and 
pasting the paper by hand to working in a 
roomful of computers, Mr. Carp and I would 
marvel at the consistency of the quality 
of dedication of our editors, who would 
dedicate themselves to a diverse, feisty and 
loving Spectrum family. 

Yes, there were times when the editors 
(and the advisers) faced intense heat from 
our readers, and there were unbearably long 
layout sessions, but when we would return 
to Hewlett after a newspaper conference 
laden with plaques and certificates for our 
ground-breaking stories and exceptional 
creative design, we knew that we were creat-
ing a journalistic legacy for Hewlett High 
School.

It is extremely gratifying to discover 
what these students had gained from their 
dedication to the paper:  writing and tech-
nological skills, teamwork, judgment, time 
management, and confidence in themselves 
as they went on to college and careers. 

Thank you, Samantha, for providing 
a historic panorama of Hewlett High School 
journalism.  You and your fellow graduat-
ing editors should be proud that you have 
continued the Spectrum legacy and set the 
course for its future.

adopt from foster homes or orphanages. 
While they are so quick to offer adoption 
as an alternative to abortion, how many 
of them are actually willing to step up? 
DeMarsico added, “The criminaliza-
tion of abortion would be an excellent 
policy.” However, banning abortion 
will do the opposite. Instead, women 
will revert back to conditions pre-1973, 
when rich women traveled to England 
for safe abortions and poor women used 
non-certified “doctors” or coathangers. 
DeMarsico also stated “The presence of 
Judeo-Christian values in the GOP is a 
great thing.” Not everybody in the world 
or even in the United States is Jewish or 
Christian. America is a diverse country 
full of people with varying degrees of 
religious beliefs. Why should anyone 
unwillingly be subject to laws with basis 
in religion? 

Former president Barack Obama 
once said, “Religious freedom doesn’t 
mean you can force others to live by 
your own beliefs.” Therefore, laws 
about the legality of abortions should 
not be based on logic as flimsy and en-
tirely subjective as regulations imposed 
by specific religions. Women in the 
United States currently retain the right 
to choose what to do with their bodies. 
However, with talks of reversing protec-
tions on pro-choice policies, that right 
is threatened. Abortion may not be the 
right choice for everyone, but the option 
should not be taken off the table for the 
women who require one. 
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SenioritiS, the epidemic that SweepS the nation
by Renee Nakkab

When the sun blinds you as you 
walk outside, the weather traps you in its 
warm embrace and people are beginning 
to turn different shades of red, there is 

no doubt: sum-
mer is here! As I 
look around the 
hal ls ,  students, 
spor t ing shor ts 
and sunglasses, 
look longingly out 
the windows with 
an irritating itch 
to be set free and 

delve into the fun and freedom that is 
summer. However, how long ago did 
this desire for school to end actually be-

gin? Although 
it is most ap-
parent with the 
onset of sum-
mer, sightings 

of senioritis are reported from as early 
as November. Although this “disease” 
is highly frowned upon by teachers 
and college admissions officers, it is a 
natural tradition that plagues most, if 
not every, high school sooner or later, 
and should be embraced by the teach-
ing staff.

14 years! 14 years is the amount 
of schooling children receive from 4 to 
18 years of age. By the time senior year 
finally arrives, students have one objec-
tive on their minds: college. They have 
been working hard these 14 years to ap-
ply and hopefully get into their colleges 
of choice. Seniors scramble in the sum-
mer and beginning of the year to com-
plete their essays, standardized testing 
and supplements all in time for the first 
round of college applications, which are 

usually due November through January. 
This causes the first round of senioritis.  
Early decision and early action students 
receiving acceptances send in money 
deposits, committing to their school of 
choice. Relieved and ecstatic, these stu-
dents finally feel like they can breathe 
knowing they have been accepted to 
college.  Thus, students participating in 
early decision 
or early ac-
tion tend to 
fall out of 
t he  ha rd-
w o r k i n g 
b e h a v -
ior they 
h a v e 
m a i n -
t a i n e d 
over the 
course of 
14 years. 
This wave 
of students 
a r e  s o o n 
joined by the 
majority of the grade 
upon the next wave of acceptances,  
through regular decision. In all actual-
ity, at this point in the year, is it such 
a crime to let loose a little bit? Instead 
of staying up until two in the morning 
to study, perhaps students could go to 
sleep earlier or watch a movie, finding 
solace in the fact that they have already 
been accepted into the school of their 
choice. After so many years of dedica-
tion and constant perseverance to their 
education, it is only fair to give students 
time to decompress before they face the 
most challenging level of education they 
have yet to experience. 

It is argued that seniors have to 
stay focused because colleges will look 
at their senior year GPA. In the applica-
tion process, when deciding to apply ear-
ly action or early decision colleges only 
see the students first quarter grades and 
by regular decision deadlines, colleges 
only see the f irst semester 
grades. Ultimately, col-
leges will check 

i n 
t o 

m a k e 
su re  t he 

l e v e l  o f 
e xc e l l e n c e 

is consistent; 
however, col-

leges are fully 
aware of the af-

f liction that is se-
nioritis and expect to see a slight dip 
in their applicants’ GPA. Realistically, 
seniors try to stop being consumed by 
senioritis until they are accepted into 
college. The earliest applicants f ind 
out if they are accepted is well into the 
school year, therefore these seniors are 
not actually getting infected from the 

start of the year. On the contrary, it is 
not until the middle of the year where 
students feel it is okay to relax. 

Some may see these seniors fall-
ing into a trap of laziness; in fact, 
the complete opposite tends to occur. 
Seniors have more  free time to spend 

bettering themselves and 
preparing for the new 

academic challenge, 
instead of bury-
ing themselves in 
their school work. 
It  is dur ing the 
spring of senior 
year, when these 
seniors spend more 

time in afterschool 
clubs to help better the 

school and participate in 
more community outreach 
programs that they truly 

care about. Seniors also tend 
to be healthier this time of year. 

Instead of staying up all night studying, 
seniors tend to relax and receive more 
hours of sleep compared to their junior 
or sophomore years of high school. With 
more time to themselves, seniors can 
spend their time physically, mentally 
and socially enriching themselves. Se-
niors have more time to spend exercis-
ing, reading a book that is not for a class 
and spending time with friends outside 
of the school walls. 

All in all, after 14 years of being 
hard at work, it is only fair to have a 
few months in which we can take a step 
back from the madness and breath easy 
for a moment. It is being able to relax 
that motivates every student to get the 
the finish line and get ready for the long, 
taxing road ahead. 

a ViSit From anxiety and depreSSion, the dynamic duo
by Anna Tevzadze

The job description includes worries 
about sexism, racism, homophobia, climate 
change, equity, paid maternity leave, col-

lege applications, in-
ternships, volunteer 
work, relationships 
and social media 
presence. The “fu-
ture of America”, 
6.3 million adoles-
cents—30 percent 
girls and 20 percent 
boys—are growing 

up in an age of insecurity and distress, suf-
fering from anxiety disorders. Yes, a disorder. 
Anxiety is a mental illness. It is not something 

that we can “shut 
off.” Sorrow, de-
spondency, irrita-
bility and annoy-

ance are normal, healthy reactions to life’s 
stressors. However, a continuation of such re-
sponses for no apparent reason, complicating 
the completion of daily activities, is referred 
to as an anxiety disorder, many of which are 
accompanied by depression. 

But, so what? People are upset all the 
time. Known as “the blues,” it includes short 
periods of discouragement, amotivation 
and disinterest in life. This is normal, this is 
healthy, this is a reaction to life’s stressors, be-
cause the feeling is short. However, continued 
periods of such emotions are now categorized 
as depressive disorders. Yet, some believe that  
people suffering from anxiety and depres-
sion should simply “get it together” and “feel 
better”. Is it not up to them to stop feeling 

depressed and start feeling happy again?
It becomes problematic when eight 

percent of America’s youth is diagnosed with 
some form of a depressive disorder. Saying 
“get it together, stop feeling depressed, your 
whole life is ahead of you,” only complicates 
the already complicated situation. Depressive 
Disorder (DD) helps the already lost lose inter-

est in pursuing their eudemonia, their full po-
tential, especially the young, who just began 
their path in life. However, instead of bashing 
on DD, we should be gracious, because after 
all, isn’t the power within the person to start 
feeling happy again? Of course.

An open-letter to DD:
Dear DD,

Thank you for making an already 
complicated life more twisted, tangled, and 
tortuous. Thank you for not allowing me to 
come home and talk to my mother about my 

day. I simply cannot tell her that you are a 
part of it, that you call all the shots. Thank 
you for making eating, drinking and sleep-
ing difficult. It is not like I have to get up at 
six A.M. and be in school for eight hours, on 
top of clubs and other after school activities. 
A special thank you for arriving uninvited, 
without any notice, it is not like I do not have 

any plans of my own.  A special thank you for 
sending your kindest regards, in which you 
assert that the world would be better off if 
its population reduced by one. You are right, 
the world would be a better place without me. 
But, let us not forget, that all you say is just a 
“ funny joke” DD. The world, in fact, would 
not be a better place without me in it. But you 
know what, maybe it is time for the world to 
feel better without YOU in it - not me, not her, 
not him, not them - without YOU. 

Let us not forget how fortunate we are 

to experience the constant mood swings or 
never know how long you may stay. Often 
times, you overstay your welcome and never 
realize when it is time to show yourself to 
the door.

The best part of your visit is when you 
come and go as you please. During our first 
meeting you told me,“My name is Bipolar.” 
After that meeting, you made me feel emotions 
at heightened levels. At first, I was delighted 
and thrilled, I had an increased desire to talk 
with others. Thoughts raced through my head 
and I did not want to sleep. I did not care what 
I did or who I hurt. After all, you had all the 
power, remember? And, after thinking that 
you had disappeared, you came back again to 
tell me I was worthless, that I had no value in 
this world, and so I listened to what you said. 
By the way, I love always feeling nervous, 
tired, irritable, tense, self-conscious, afraid 
and unable to control myself. You can thank 
your friend anxiety for me. Thank you.

The answer to the question aforemen-
tioned is a big no. One cannot just “stop feeling 
depressed” and start “feeling happy”. Anxiety 
and depression are not choices. There is no 
“off” switch; it is a mental illness. Telling 
people to “chill” and “relax” because their 
illness is giving you “anxiety” is synonymous 
to telling someone with a broken leg to run, 
as if it is that simple. If someone is suffering 
from this illness, we should not say “just take 
a chill pill” or “relax, it will all be okay.” We 
should provide them with support, empathy 
and professional help. This illness is rising 
among adolescents and they need to know 
that we are with them, and that they have our 
support. This mental illness deserves a voice.

Art by Randel Placino
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by Margo Verschleiser
As the school year draws to an end, 

students across the globe prepare for  end-of-
the-year examinations.  Here at G.W. Hewlett 
High School, many students take their final 

exams seriously and 
try to receive perfect 
scores.  But what if it 
became impossible 
to ace certain exams? 
Although many stu-
dents strive for high 
grades, it has become 
extremely difficult 
to receive them.  In 

the past several years, the implementation of 
Common Core throughout the country has 
caused much  controversy and discord due 

to the difficulty of 
the standardized 
curriculum and its 
effects on educa-
tion.  Although 

Common Core was created with the intent to 
benefit students and prepare them more for their 
futures, including college and jobs, it has done 
just the opposite. Common Core is an extremely 
difficult curriculum that has caused student 
performance to falter, as well as worsened the 
quality of what students are learning. 

One of the primary reasons for an educa-
tion system is to expand creativity and provide 
a nurturing environment for students to freely 
express their ideas.  In this day and age, the 
development of technology has limited the 
availability of jobs and recently, only the  most 
resourceful that retain certain creative skills 
will be deemed good enough for the job force.  
Creativity is vital in our society, yet Common 
Core’s curriculum is depriving students of  this 
essential skill.  

Students are not the only people experi-
encing the negative effects of Common Core. 
Teachers are highly restricted in their lesson 
plans and their overall ability to stray from the 
curriculum. “Academic creativity has been 
drained from degraded and overworked ex-
perienced teachers,” David Greene said in his 
article “A Long Death of Creative Teaching.”  
“Uniformity has sucked the life out of teaching 
and learning.  Good and great teachers leave 
and are replaced by new and cheap work-
ers more willing to follow foolproof, 
factory-like, prescribed lesson plans. 
In fact, the average teaching tenure 
has dropped from approximately 15 
years of service in 1990 to less 
than five in 2013.”

Common Core has re-
duced the number of teachers 
that can educate students on 
how to think outside 
of the box, which 
in turn inhibits the 
development of stu-
dent independence and 
preparedness. Instead, these 
essential teachers have been 
replaced with robotic stand-ins 
that teach their students simply 
how to memorize information.  
Without proper teachers, students do 
not receive the tools necessary to become  
independent and prepared for life ahead.  The 
information we learn during school should be 
preparing us for the future, instead teachers 
encourage their students to become robotic 
and only recite what they memorized, not what 
they truly understood. Why are we memorizing 
equations and formulas, instead of learning 
life skills?  Common Core has restricted us 
from learning necessary information by not 

surpressing creativity and removing teach-
ers that could nurture exemplary academic 
performances.

Due to Common Core, grades kinder-
garten through twelfth have suffered from an 
increase in rigor in mathematical standards.  
Although educators have begun to teach 
students a repertoire of strategies, as well as 

when to use them, the vast 
amount of strategies be-
ing taught has resulted in 
students not knowing the 

importance of these strategies. 
Educators now have to make 

time to teach these strategies 
throughout the school 
year, resulting in the re-

moval of chunks of 
important curricu-

lum from the course. 
Teachers find it to be 
an inconvenience to 

try and accommodate 
educational programs 
such as Common Core, 
because it does not al-

ways cover all the 
material that should 

be covered for a specific 
class. “For the fourth time 
in my teaching career, I 
have had to revamp my 

curriculum,” Hewlett High School math 
teacher Dara Addonizio said. “Common Core 
has taken out some material from each course 
that is necessary for the next course.  It is very 
difficult to find the right and most beneficial 
educational methods, but this particular cur-
riculum is lacking in some areas.”

Each year, math classes incorporate 
certain units that will prepare students for the 

following year’s more advanced curriculum.  
Within the geometry course, trigonometry is 
introduced to help provide some background 
information on the following year’s course. In 
Algebra 2/Trigonometry, Statistics, a course 
that follows Algebra 2/Trigonometry in math-
ematical progression, is not only mentioned but 
taught and tested on. These lessons are meant 
to provide “essential” information necessary 
for students in upcoming years. 

“With some topics it is more chal-
lenging,” Addonizio said in response to the 
implementation of Common Core. “There have 
been students that do not have the necessary 
prerequisites for the class.”

There have been numerous instances 
throughout this year’s math course that I recall 
information I learned last year.  Although I 
had already learned the information, I was not 
informed on the usefulness of these skills and 
therefore was not as prepared as I could have 
been throughout this year.  If teachers have the 
chance to teach certain lessons that apply to 
classes in following years, why does Common 
Core not allow them to do so? Why are we not 
allowed to be more aware of the connections 
between different classes and curriculum? 

When asked whether or not students 
have done better after the implementation of 
common core,  Addonizio replied that student 
performance on the Regents has  faltered.  
Common Core has not only caused students 
to struggle with the  curriculum, but also has 
left them unprepared for their future.  The 
implementation of Common Core has fostered 
disappointing results, and has demonstrated  
very limited positive effects.  Although the 
government is trying to make advances in 
reforming our education system, their new 
curriculum has and will cause students to be 
unprepared for their academic future.

The Common Core Conundrum

by Chloe Van Steertegem
From the way our bodies function to 

the way technology controls our lives, science 
dictates our every move. Biology and chemistry 
have led to the development of medications that 
have saved millions. Physics and engineering 
have allowed us to put humans on the moon. 
Since World War II, it has been shown that 
scientific research has accounted for up to two-
thirds of economic growth in the United States, 
according to Scientific American. 

Think of any major American industry. 
Almost every one that might come to mind 
has been significantly impacted and improved 
by scientific developments. Imagining a world 
without science is not a pleasant scenario to 
consider. Despite this, funding for research and 
development in the U.S. has declined since the 
1980s, according to a report from the Congres-
sional Budget Office on Research and Develop-
ment (R&D) and Productivity Growth. Lack 
of funding like this can halt scientific projects 
and growth in more ways than one. Americans 
have shown time and time again that although 
they may trust scientists in theory, when given 
the opportunity to listen to their factual conclu-
sions, they fail to do so.

Science has been doubted and questioned 
by Americans in history, often detrimentally to 
our development. In the case of cigarettes, even 
when peer-reviewed research journals indicated 
that cigarettes were carcinogenic, many citizens 
and even doctors refused to believe that it was 
true. Thousands of people contracted lung 
cancer, and still many refused to accept that 
their “beloved” cigarettes were causing this. 
People often do not want to admit when they 
are incorrect, even when there is undeniable 
evidence. The marketing of cigarettes, for many 
years, aimed to prove the exact opposite -- that 
they had health benefits. For many years, Camel 

cigarette company cited a study in their com-
mercials that “...more doctors smoke Camels 
than any other cigarette.” Into the 1950s, ciga-
rettes were presented by ad agencies and the 
mainstream media as “not so bad.” The public 
took stock in these lies, despite significant 
evidence accumulating throughout the 1930s, 
‘40s and ‘50s that indicated just how harm-
ful cigarettes really were. Nonetheless, many 
people did not actually believe it was harmful 
until the mid-1960s. While addiction to tobacco 
undoubtedly played some role in people’s reluc-
tance to stop, it took many decades for people 
and even medical professionals to begin treat-
ing tobacco like the dangerous substance it is. 
Thus, it is clear to see how people are stubbornly 
willing to put scientific proof aside in order to 
believe what they want to believe and what the 
media feeds to them.  

In recent political news, Scott Pruitt has 
become the head of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA). Pruitt, throughout his 
career, has demonstrated how he is no friend 
of this organization, suing the EPA a staggering 
13 times because of their regulations on emis-
sions, air quality and water quality. His actions 
in the past clearly indicate that he is not truly 
interested in the welfare of the organization. 
As head of the EPA, he cannot be expected to 
make any headway on the issues plaguing our 
climate. Yet, he was given the position, with 52 
senators voting “yea.” This is certainly cause for 
concern, yet it is not particularly surprising. We 
are living in a world where the ideology of poli-
ticians is trusted more than those of scientists. 

“[T]he concept of global warming was 
created by and for the Chinese in order to 
make U.S. manufacturing non-competitive,” 
Donald Trump said in a tweet on November 
6, 2012,  It is not a far stretch to say that many 
people believed him. In 2014, he tweeted “[S]

nowing in Texas and Louisiana, record setting 
freezing temperatures throughout the country 
and beyond. Global warming is an expensive 
hoax!” Tweets like these indicate how Trump 
clearly does not understand the basic science 
behind climate change and global warming. 
Politicians attempt to discredit the complex 
science behind climate change in 140-character 
tweets, often failing to recognize the fact of 
the matter. Tweets like these, brief, accessible 
and translated into layman’s terms, are much 
easier for the average American to understand 
than scientific discourse and complex evidence, 
however legitimate it may be.  In the 2016 
presidential election, college graduates sup-
ported Clinton by a nine-point margin, while 
52 percent of those without a college education 
supported Trump. Uneducated Americans 
are significantly more susceptible to fall for 
Trump’s tweets -- even when they are purely 
false. Understanding the scientific proof for 
phenomena like global warming or the extinc-
tion of animal species can be time consuming 
and difficult, especially for those who do not 
have any scientific background. Nevertheless, 
those uneducated voters are some of the people 
who need to understand the facts the most. 

But enough with politics. People do not 
doubt science just because their politician of 
choice “debunks” it. For instance, “anti-vaxx-
ers” completely disregard the science behind 
vaccines, and subsequently the safety of their 
children, because they refuse to face the facts. 
Take measles for instance, which is currently 
on the rise in this country. In 2015, there were 
134,000 deaths from measles, according to the 
World Health Organization. There is a vaccine 
for measles that is quite effective. However, 
in order to wipe the disease out, 95% of the 
population would have to be vaccinated. The 
work of a few erroneous physicians has made 

this goal of 95% quite difficult to reach, as they 
disseminated false information that the vaccine 
has a significant link to autism. This study, pub-
lished in Lancet, was soon rescinded. However, 
even when thousands of scientists spoke out 
against this, there was still fear surrounding the 
vaccine, with many anti-vaxxer communities 
reluctant to protect their kids because of their 
irrational fear that they would become autistic. 
This inevitably leads back to the issue: people 
want clear-cut, definitive answers. Scientific 
discoveries are constantly discussed and de-
bated by scientists over what the data actually 
means. There is nuance to science, which many 
people do not have the patience to try and 
understand. However, a simple statement that 
vaccines cause autism has an element of virality 
to it -- likely to be spread around by the news for 
“likes” and eventually taken seriously by some. 
The anti-vaccine movement is just one example 
of how pseudoscience and false claims can 
spread and become dangerous when enough 
people believe them. 

People today are resistant to change 
and generally do not like to have their lifelong 
beliefs questioned. When science does just 
that, many people react with anger and fear. 
However, in today’s society, it is more impor-
tant than ever that Americans do not just trust 
scientists, they should work to understand their 
research and findings about the world we live 
in. Americans need to know where they can 
find accurate scientific research, especially with 
so many falsities circulating in the news. Now 
more than ever, Americans are made to doubt 
the news , as exemplified in President Trump’s 
hatred for “fake news”. They need a completely 
unbiased, credible source that can inform about 
major issues and explain complex science re-
search. Maybe then, the issues that plague our 
nation can be addressed intellectually.
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by James DeMarsico
Throughout his campaign and 

presidency, Donald Trump has made 
numerous claims that he will begin 
building a wall along our southern 
border with Mexico in order to deport 
illegal immigrants. Enough is enough, 
it is time to see him support his claims 
with some action. There needs to be an 
end to illegal immigration. Without ac-
tion, the problem will only get worse. 

The Obama administ rat ion at-
tempted to combat this urgent issue, 
enforcing laws  meant to restrict illegal 
immigration. These laws succeeded in 
slightly lowering the amount of illegal 
immigrants, however they lacked strong 
enforcement and could have produced a 
higher success rate if better enforced. 
I believe that Obama was right to put 
these laws into effect, nevertheless it 
will take a president like Trump to put 
in the time and effort necessary into 
revising these laws. In 2007, approxi-
mately 11.78 million illegal immigrants 
lived in the United States compared to 
11.30 million in 2014. This is only a 
slight decrease in the amount of illegal 
immigrants living in the United States, 
when the result was expected to be much 
greater. 

Many asser t that a wall is not 
going to stop people from coming by 
plane or boat. Let’s face it, it is much 
easier to cross into the Southern desert 
undetected by the government than it is 
to pass through airport security as an 
illegal. Thus, this wall is a necessary 
development in stopping the f low of un-
detected illegals into the United States. 

Moreover, many claim that not all 
illegal immigrants are criminals. By 
criminal, one does not mean a murderer 
or a thief, simply a person who breaks 
the law. The word illegal means acting 
contrary to the guidelines set by one or 
multiple  laws. One who breaks the law 
can therefore be deemed a criminal. 
Thus, in the eyes of the U.S Justice De-
partment, all illegal immigrants should 
be handled like criminals. Many illegal 
immigrants are just people looking to 
make a better life for themselves here 
in the greatest country in the world. 
This is no exception. They should be 
following the law. 

Now, for mass deportations, they 
are not as complicated as you might 
think. In fact, the recent  Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) raids 
have proven rather successful. The 
New York Times published an article in 
February 2017 that reads, “In Southern 
California, in one of the f irst major 
roundups during the Trump administra-
tion, officers detained 161 people with a 
wide range of felony and misdemeanor 
convictions…” This raid was success-
ful in capturing more than 150 illegal 
immigrants; imagine how many more 
aliens  could be captured if these raids 
continue. This same article also stated 
that Donald Trump plans to add 10,000 
more ICE employees. In turn, creating 
10,000 jobs in an effort to make our 
country safer. 

It goes without saying that Trump’s 
border wall stirred up quite the contro-
versy. However, the wall not only stops 
the f low of illegal immigrants, but it 

also aims to stop illegal drugs from 
entering the country. It has the added 
bonus of keeping out illegal immigrants. 
According to cbp.gov, 135,943 pounds 
of cocaine, 2,015 pounds of heroin, 
4,330,475 pounds of marijuana and 
6,135 pounds of methamphetamine were 
seized in 2009 alone. Numbers do not 
lie, it is an undeniable fact that these 
numbers are not acceptable. 

Another misconception about the 
wall is the amount of money it will cost. 
Illegal immigration costs California 
30.3 billion dollars a year, with 17.7% of 
their budget being used to harbor illegal 
immigrants. However, according to an 
internal report from the Department of 
Homeland Security, the border wall is 
estimated to cost only 21.6 billion dol-
lars. That is more than 8.5 billion dollars 
less than it costs the state of California 
to provide for illegal immigrants and 
could potentially cut the cost of illegal 
immigrants by a large margin. 

The United States is a country 
of opportunity and acceptance. Many 
people emigrate from their own coun-
tries due to problems they face in their 
homeland. Remind me, why should the 
United States be held responsible for 
people f leeing the problems of foreign  
countries? Why does the United States 
have to provide asylum to these people? 
The answer to both of these questions 
is, we should not, and we do not need 
to. It is not helping the United States 
by taking in these immigrants. Face 
the facts, whether you want to believe 
it or not, immigrants are bringing drugs 
and they are bringing crime. The United 

States does not need any more drugs, 
nor does it need more crime. Detroit, MI 
and Baltimore, MD are both sanctuary 
cities, cities that limit its cooperation 
with the national government effort to 
enforce immigration restrictions. These 
two cities in the U.S have some of the 
highest crime rates. Isn’t it an uncanny 
coincidence that the sanctuary cities 
have the highest crime rate?

Finally, should cities be allowed 
to harbor immigrants and protect them 
f rom federal immigrat ion off icers? 
Let us put into perspective the conse-
quences. What happens when the police 
catch a drug dealer?  The person they are 
living with, whether they know it or not, 
will most likely be charged for harbor-
ing a criminal or conspiracy, right? With 
this logic, the same should happen with 
illegal immigrants; if an undocumented 
immigrant is living with another legal 
citizen, the citizen should be detained 
for harboring a criminal. The same cir-
cumstances and rules should stand for 
the states. Some may argue that states 
should  have the right to make their own 
decisions regarding illegal immigration. 
However, when it comes to removing 
aliens from the country, the state and 
federal governments should be on the 
same page, uniformly enforcing regula-
tions to help better our country. 

In 2016, 240,255 illegal immi-
grants were deported. We can expect 
that number to be much higher in 2017 
under the Trump administ ration. A 
statement made in the 1980s by Ronald 
Reagan rings true, “A nation that cannot 
control its borders is not a nation.

Fighting For Pro-Abortion

the U.S. illegAl immigrAtion CriSiS

by Imogen Castro
It is bad enough when men feel the need 

to be the loudest voice on the subject of abortion 
-- a procedure literally no male-bodied person 
will ever undergo. But, it is even worse when 
they do not take the time to learn the facts prior 
to taking a side. Spectrum, an award-winning 
newspaper, publishing James DeMarsico’s,“A 
View On Abortion,” is embarassing.

DeMarsico starts off by praising the 
presence of Judeo-Christian values pf the Re-
publican Party, ignoring the First Amendment’s 
promise of Freedom of Religion. Believing that 
life begins at conception is an opinion, not a fact. 

DeMarsico then confuses a fetus with an 
embryo, completely misrepresenting the con-
cept of “my body my choice.” The survival of a 
fetus (or embryo) is dependent on the woman’s 
body.Forcing a woman to carry a pregnancy to 
term violates her bodily autonomy by  putting 
the “rights” of a clump of cells in her body above 
her own. It would be illegal to force people to 
donate their organs even if it would save some-
one’s life. It would still be illegal without their 
prior consent or the consent of their family, if 
they were dead. Banning abortion gives a corpse 
more rights than a pregnant woman. 

DeMarsico suggested that 664,435 lives 
would have been saved if the aborted fetuses 
from 2013 were alive today. However, who 
exactly would take care of all those children? 
The same party he praised for their anti-abortion 
views also opposes government support such as 
food stamps and Medicaid. Women have abor-
tions because they are unable to raise the cild, 
not because it is fun. 

DeMarsico designates Planned Parent-
hood as “contraceptive” health clinics, although 
they provide more than just that. He suggests the 
government is not responsible for funding any 
healthcare in the U.S. and hypocritically refers 

to liberals as “heartless.” But is it not heartless 
to deny the poor the basic right of healthcare? 
He also quotes incorrect statistics from the anti-
choice propaganda website “afterabortion.org”, 
linking abortion to suicide and substance abuse. 

This editorial jumps around so much that 
it is almost impossible to follow the misogynistic 
stream of consciousness. Some casual xeno-
phobia is thrown in by bringing up illegal im-
migrants for no discernable reason. Apparently, 
puppies and embryos should have more rights 
than adult human beings outside the womb.

The worst part of this editorial (and it 
was hard to choose just one) is his suggestion 
that only irresponsible people find themselves 
needing an abortion. What about rape and incest 
or lack of sexual education in the U.S? He also 
forgets that every baby turns into a living and 
breathing child that needs to be taken care of. He 
is against “government handouts,” but forgets 
that many of these so-called “irresponsible” 
people are unable to care for them. Outlawing 
or limiting access to abortion does not eliminate 
it but only increases the incidences of illegal and 
unsafe ones. More preventative services such 
as education and access to contraception are 
needed, not more legislation.

He wants to “bring back some religious 
values into people’s daily lives” but apparently 
not giving to the poor, healing the sick or loving 
thy neighbor. Pope Francis, whom he quoted, 
also stated: “May our attitude be gentle and 
humble, attentive to caring for the poor.” How 
are we supposedly “helping the poor” when 
we deprive them access to medical necessities. 
It is okay for James DeMarsico to believe that 
life begins at conception, and it is even okay for 
him to believe that abortion is murder. However,  
it is  not okay for him (or the GOP) to try to 
impose those personal and religious views on 
the rest of us. 

enoUgh iS enoUgh
Art by Andrea Valero
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by Chestine Tomas
G.W. Hewlett High School’s Music De-

partment has been praised for its numerous 
accomplishments throughout the years. They 
have performed in a great number of famous 
locations, such as Walt Disney World, and 
Carnegie Hall. All of these achievements 
could not have been possible without the 
efforts of the teachers in the Music Depart-
ment, and their support in improving the 
musical abilities of their students. A great 
number of  students and alumni from the 
Hewlett Music Department have expressed 
gratitude towards their teachers in the past 
and have continued to do so to this day.

 An alumnus of Hewlett High school 
created a scholarship in honor of Hewlett 
High School’s longtime band director, James 
Dragovich. Dragovich, who has taught the 
Concert Band and Wind Ensemble for 33 
years, teaches each day  with “a love [for] mu-
sic and [enjoyment from] being around kids.” 

The alumnus, Eric Weinstein, vice 
president of finance for Allmark Door, first 
created this scholarship on Facebook, with 
a GoFundMe page for donations. He created 
this scholarship with “the idea to honor [Dra-
govich’s] career and the impact he’s had.” He 
says that he is thankful for the time and effort 
that Dragovich has put in to help his students. 

“I feel deeply honored and surprised 
to have received recognition,” Dragovich 
said. “I would have never thought of ac-
complishing this in the years I have taught 
as a teacher.”

Students in all grades, both in Wind 
Ensemble and Concert Band, feel gratitude 
for Dragovich’s guidance and advice. 

“Mr. D has had a very big impact on 
me,” Michael Shapira ’17, a student in the 
Wind Ensemble, said. 

“He has been a great teacher and much 
of the knowledge I have about being a musi-
cian I owe to him.” Shapira credits his con-
tinuation in studying music at the Manhattan 
School of Music next fall to Mr. Dragovich. 

Another Concert Band student, Kayley 
Ragazzini ’20, has added that Dragovich 
helped her once again enjoy music. 

“Mr. D has really opened my eyes to 
the music world,” Ragazzini said. “Before 
my first year with D as 
my mentor, I wanted to 
drop all of my music 
classes, because they 
did not bring me any 
joy. He truly made 
music fun again with 
his dry humor and 
sarcasm. I don’t know 
what I would be doing 
during any free time I 
have if D hadn’t shown 
me the way.”

D r a g ov i c h’s 
colleagues avowed 
for his dedication and 
constant self-improve-
ment in teaching music.

“In addition to being my friend, Mr. 
Dragovich has been the most significant 
and influential mentor of my professional 
career.” Anthony Santanastaso, a colleague 
of Dragovich and band teacher at Hewlett 
High School, said. “I could not be any more 
proud for a scholarship to be created in his 
honor. He is most deserving of this honor.” 

Santanastaso added that he is not sur-
prised that Dragovich’s “decades of service 
and dedication would be celebrated and 
recognized” and hopes to be able to achieve 
“but a fraction of his success” throughout his 

teaching career.
“He wants 100 percent, and that is 

what makes him an excellent teacher,” Walter 
Lastowski, the district’s director of art and 
music and longtime coworker of Dragovich, 
said.  

“Mr. Dragovich is an exceptional 
teacher who possesses a passion for music 
and genuine care for his students,” Dr. Theo-
dore Fulton, Hewlett High School principal, 

said.“He has in-
spired his students 
to push beyond pre-
conceived boundar-
ies and limitations 
while instilling a 
lifelong love of mu-
sic.” 

Fulton added 
that he is impressed 
that Dragovich’s 
dedication to his 
students occurs 
both inside and out-
side the classroom.

D r a gov ich 
has both a Bachelor 

of Music Education and Master of Music 
Education Degree from Long Island Uni-
versity, C.W. Post Campus. He also holds a 
Master of Arts Degree in Wind Conducting 
from Hofstra University. During his stud-
ies at Hofstra University, he served as the 
Graduate Conducting Associate to both 
the Hofstra University Wind Ensemble and 
Symphonic Band. 

Not only is Dragovich busy teach-
ing music at Hewlett, he  has also taught at 
Hofstra University since the spring of 2007 
Dragovich was also a member of the music 
education faculty of Long Island University 

for 16 years.
Ensembles under the guidance of 

Dragovich have been awarded. Both the 
Hewlett High School Wind Ensemble and 
Jazz Ensemble have received Gold Ratings 
at NYSSMA Festivals, and the Hewlett High 
School Marching Band received a First Place 
award in the New York City Columbus Day 
Parade.

Dragovich has toured and conducted 
in Canada, Walt Disney World and through-
out the east coast. He has conducted numer-
ous world premieres for the Wind Ensemble, 
Concert Band, Jazz Ensemble and Jazz 
Orchestra. He served as the original director 
of the Nassau-Suffolk Jazz Band.       

In addition to these impressive ac-
complishments, Dragovich also works as a 
guest clinician presenting workshops at local 
universities, state conferences and county 
organizations. He is a guest conductor and 
clinician for Educational Tours Inc., allow-
ing him to work with dozens of high school 
bands from around the nation. In addition, 
Dragovich serves as a judge and clinician 
for both Music in The Parks and Festivals of 
Music and is on the advisory board of Best 
Bands International.

Over Dragovich’s career at Hewlett, he 
has learned many things. 

“Life is not about winning or perfec-
tion but rather, about always giving your 
best,” Dragovich said. 

He hopes to teach this lesson to his 
students before they leave high school. 

The donations towards the scholarship 
fund have reached $3,500 as of May 20. On 
June 5, Shapira was awarded to during the 
Music Awards Ceremony at Hewlett High 
School. Congratulations to both Dragovich 
and Shapira on this honor.

Sweeping at iSweeep

Leaving a SchoLarLy Legacy

by Brandon Weiss
On May 3-8, 5 G. W. Hewlett High 

School students flew down to Houston to 
participate in the International Sustainable 
World Energy, Engineering and Environment 
Project Olympiad (ISWEEEP). Leo Khazan 
’17, Matthew Perkins ’17, Nathan Roblin ’17, 
Sophia Giordano ’17 and Jacob Sabu ’17 as 
well as their mentor and Hewlett High School 
science research teacher, Terrence Bissoondial, 
travelled to Texas to compete in the prestigious 
competition.

ISWEEEP is the 
largest international sci-
ence fair, focusing on top-
ics such as sustainable 
development and medical 
breakthroughs. Projects 
are selected from the re-
gional or state level, repre-
senting over 70 countries. 

“ A t t e n d i n g 
ISWEEEP was really an amazing experience,” 
Khazan said. “There were students there from 
all over the world —Argentina, Macedonia, 
and virtually every state in the U.S.—and hav-
ing the chance to meet these people from all of 
these different cultures was an experience that 
I won’t forget anytime soon.”

The students were judged in eight and 
a half hour periods in front of nine judges per 
group. The competitors were judged based on 
five categories: originality, scientific method, 
analysis, project’s benefits to society and pre-
sentation. The winners were chosen based on 
their fulfilment of each category. 

“This is the first year Hewlett High 
School attended ISWEEEP,” Bissoondial said.  
“It truly was an amazing experience.”

Khazan, Perkins and Roblin participated 
in the Environment and Sustainability category. 

Their project was “Investigating the Protein-
Protein Interaction of NDPK2 in Ceratopteris 
richardii and Its Role in Oxidative Stress”. This 
project makes steps toward sustainability 
because they determined NDPK2 is a gene 
responsible for a plant’s responses to abiotic 
stresses. This means that expressing this gene 
can aid plant development when facing saline, 
osmotic and/or temperature stresses. NDPK2 
can improve the crop yields by increasing the 
biomass and biodiversity harvested. The group 
came in second place and won silver medals.

Giordano, Sabu 
and Elizabet Isayeva ’17 
also competed in the En-
vironment and Sustain-
ability category. Unfortu-
nately, Isayeva could not 
attend the competition in 
Houston with her team-
mates. Their project was 
“Deciphering the Mecha-

nism of Phytotoxicity of Titanium Dioxide 
Nanoparticles Using the Fern Ceratopteris 
richardii”. Titanium Dioxide is a pigment used 
in many products, such as cosmetics and paints, 
to give a white color. Their project found that ti-
tanium dioxide is indeed toxic, but reducing the 
breakdown of proteins by inhibiting proteases 
can reduce the toxicity of this chemical. As with 
the other group’s project, this group attempted 
advances in sustainability by increasing the 
biodiversity and biomass of crops and plants in 
general. Giordano and Sabu placed third in this 
category and received bronze medals.

“I was delighted at the results given the 
situation and circumstances.” Bissoondial said. 
“ Both groups of students competed in the same 
category. Thus, they were also competing with 
each other as well as other students from dif-
ferent countries,” 

teacherS tenured
by Samantha Stern

Hewlett-Woodmere Public Schools 
recently announced the tenure of 20 dedicated 
faculty members on April 20 at Woodmere Edu-
cation Center. Eight of these faculty members 
came from George W. Hewlett High School: 
Molly Henck, Robert Machado, Nicole Kregler, 
Jarrett Rubin, Michelle Kinhackl, Anthony 
Lapelosa and Terese Loiselle. Congratulations 
to these devoted faculty members for becoming 
a permanent part of the Hewlett family.

Henck is a business teacher in her third 
year of teaching at Hewlett. In addition to 
teaching College Marketing and acting as a 
supervisor to the Senior Year Project, Henck 
is the advisor to the Class of 2020 and DECA. 
Although she has only been teaching at Hewlett 
for three years, she already feels right at home.

“I have always felt welcome,” Henck 
said. “This made a significant impact on me as 
everywhere you go in life may not give you that 
feeling of comfort, but Hewlett felt like home 
from the beginning.”

Machado is also a third-year business 
teacher at Hewlett. He currently teaches Career 
and Financial Management, Programming 
and Sports and Entertainment Marketing. Ad-
ditionally, he is the advisor to the Class of 2019, 
the advisor to the National Honor Society, the 
middle school Cheerleading coach and the mid-
dle school Softball coach. When asked about 
his favorite part of his job, Machado eagerly 
responds that he enjoys being “involved with 
the community besides teaching,” including in 
his roles as a coach and an advisor.

Kregler, a guidance counselor, is in her 
third year at Hewlett. Kregler enjoys working 
with Hewlett students and is excited for the 
current juniors to become seniors, as it will be 
the first graduating class she has worked with 
all four years of their high school experience.

“My favorite part of my job as a school 
counselor is getting to know my students on a 
personal level and seeing them through from 
the beginning of high school on,” Kregler said.

Rubin, also a guidance counselor, is 
also in his third year at Hewlett. In addition to 
helping students through social, emotional and 
academic concerns throughout the day, he also 
is the coach of the Girls’ Varsity Volleyball team. 
Rubin especially enjoys celebrating his students’ 
accomplishments, as well as working with his 
fellow dedicated educators.

“Hewlett is a really special place with so 
many talented and passionate educators that I 
am proud to call my colleagues,” Rubin said. 

Kinhackl is a school counselor who has 
been working in the high school for 13 years. 
She is devoted to helping seniors create a plan 
to aid them in their transition from high school 
into their post-secondary lives.

“Working together with students and 
their families to create a transition plan as they 
move toward life after high school has been a 
wonderful experience,” Kinhackl said.

Lapelosa is a third-year teaching assistant 
and coach at Hewlett. He is grateful for the 
chance to be able to do the two things he loves: 
teaching and coaching. 

“Working here has been a privilege and 
I’m honored to be awarded tenure,” Lapelosa 
said.

Loiselle is also a teaching assistant at 
Hewlett. She has been working in the district 
since 2011 and has held various positions from 
lunch aide to teacher aide. 

“I like working here because I feel like 
I’m making a difference in the students’ lives 
by providing them the support needed in their 
academic classes,” Loiselle said.

Congratulations to these eight educators 
for this merited recognition.

SPECTRUM/Tyler Layne

Courtesy of Terrence Bissoondial
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Clinton the presidency because he made 
the controversial decision to release 
information concerning private emails 
between Anthony Weiner and Clinton 
being exchanged through Clinton’s 
public server. In October, just before 
the 2016 presidential election, the FBI 
stumbled upon these emails when they 
were investigating sexting between 
former Congressman Anthony Weiner 
and a 15-year-old 
girl. Clinton had 
already been un-
der investigation 
in July for being 
careless with her 
confidentiality in 
regards to email-
ing, but the inves-
tigation was dis-
missed.  Comey 
understood that 
reviewing Wein-
er’s emails would 
take months, and 
the congressional investigation into the 
FBI would cause damage if Clinton was 
elected.

Therefore, he informed former 
Deputy Attorney General Sally Yates 
who urged him to delay telling Con-
gress until he carefully analyzed all 
emails. Comey sent a letter to Congress 
members on Oct. 28, explaining that the 
FBI was reviewing more emails. Con-
gressmembers leaked this information 
to the public within minutes, ultimately 
causing people to believe that Comey 
cost Clinton the election. Comey did 
not bring an indictment against Clinton, 

by Rachel Miller and Randel Placino
During the f inal week of May, 

biology classes were granted the oppor-
tunity to be part of the Quogue Wild-
life Program hosted by Peter Schmidt. 
Through the program, students had an 
enhanced lesson on human environmen-
tal impact, aided by live animals such as 
various owls, a hawk, 
snakes and turtles. 

Founded in 1934, 
the Quogue Wildlife 
Refuge facility is 300 
acres long and is open 
all year long. At these 
facilities, visitors can 
walk seven miles of 
t rails, explore forest 
and pond habitats and 
witness the ecological-
ly-rare dwarf pines in 
the Pine Barrens. 

As he introduced 
each animal, Schmidt 
told a powerful story 
that left a mark on all the students that 
sat in front of him. He explained how 
the animals used in the presentations are 
either distressed animals that are unable 
to live alone in the wild or discarded 
pets. He often referred to the acronym 
H.I.P.P.O. (Habitat destruction, Invasive 
species, Pet trade, Pollution, Overhunt-
ing/Overharvesting) to describe the 
effects of humans on natural habitats. 

“When Mr. Schmidt used the 
acronym H.I.P.P.O., it helped me to 
understand the different impacts of 
humans on animals,” Sofia Pesantez 
’20 said. “This program really put it 
into perspective that our actions have 

Biology StudentS Have a Wild time
consequences.”  

The Wildlife Center is home to 
many different species of animals, in-
cluding the barn owl, barred owl, east-
ern screech owl, great horned owl, per-
egrine falcon, red fox, red-tailed-hawk, 
Virginia opossum and wild turkey. 
These animals suffered injuries such as 

wing amputations, 
b r o k e n  b o n e s , 
blindness in one 
or both eyes, gun-
shot wounds and 
collapsed lungs. 

“ I ’ v e  j u s t 
l o v e d  w o r k i n g 
with animals and 
learning about na-
ture since I was 
a kid,” Schmidt, 
who work s  f u l l 
t i me a t  Q ueens 
College and vol-
u nt e e r s  fo r  t he 
Quogue Wildlife 

Refuge in his free time, said. “When 
I found out that I could so this, I was 
thrilled. I would work with animals a 
personal hobby if I was not able to do 
this. I absolutely love animals.” 

The box turtle, one of the species 
utilized in the program, is relatively 
intelligent, and is able to mark and keep 
track of the food in their environment. 
They make their homes underground, 
but due to lawn upkeep, box turtles can 
no longer survive in their original habi-
tat. During their youth, box turtles have 
a high monetary value during collection 
in their habitat and in other locations, 
but this value decreases as they age. 

which potentially angered Trump.
“FBI director Comey was the best 

thing that ever happened to Hillary Clin-
ton in that he gave her a free pass for 
many bad deeds,” Trump said in a tweet.

Many have accused Trump of firing 
Comey to halt the FBI’s investigations 
into the Trump administration’s ties 
with Russia. A personal memo written 
by Comey himself explained that Trump 

asked Comey to 
end the inves-
t i g a t i o n  i n t o 
Trump’s former 
national securi-
ty advisor, Gen-
e r a l  M i c h a e l 
Flynn. He was a 
former member 
of the Trump’s 
administration 
and was alleg-
edly associated 
w i t h  R u s s i a 
during his ser-

vice for Trump. 
“While I greatly appreciate you 

informing me, on three separate occa-
sions, that I am not under investigation, 
I nevertheless concur with the judge-
ment of the Department of Justice that 
you are not able to effectively lead the 
Bureau,” Trump said in an official letter 
to Comey.

There was much uproar in re-
sponse to Comey’s termination, from 
Democrats and Republicans alike. 

“Comey should be immediately 
called to testify in an open hearing 
about the status of the Russia/Trump 

investigation at the time he was fired,” 
Democratic Senator of Oregon, Ron 
Wyden, said.

Some Republicans agreed with the 
sentiments felt by Democrats.

“Regardless of how you think 
Director Comey handled the unprec-
edented complexities of the 2016 elec-
tion cycle, the timing of this firing is 
very troubling,” Republican Senator 
Ben Sasse said. 

On May 10, the day after Comey 
was fired, Trump met with Russian 
foreign minister Sergey Lavrov and 
the Russian ambassador to the United 
States, Sergey Kislyak. According to 
a document summarizing the meeting, 
Trump explained to Lavrov and Kislyak 
that he had fired Comey. 

“I just fired the head of the FBI. 
He was crazy and a real nut job,” Trump 
said. “I faced great pressure because of 
Russia. That’s taken care of. I’m not 
under investigation.” 

On June 8, Comey will testify 
before the Senate about the possible 
interaction between the Trump admin-
istration and Russian officials. Comey 
is expected to discuss accusations that 
Trump pressured Comey to end his in-
vestigation into Flynn’s ties to Russia. 

Shortly after Trump fired Comey, 
Andrew McCabe, deputy director of the 
FBI, was sworn in as the acting director. 

The first few candidates to replace 
Comey are scheduled to be interviewed. 
These nominees include McCabe, Frank 
Keating, Richard McFeely, Kelly Ayo-
tte, John Pistole, Mike Rogers, Alice 
Fisher and Trey Growdy. 

students found interesting. The screech 
owl was brought out last, and surpris-
ingly beared  great similarity to the 
great horned owl. They too have radial 
markers around their large eyes, a simi-
lar sense of sound and sharp talons that 
are adapted to catch small prey, making 
them powerful predators. These owls 
can eat three mice each in one night, so 
they help to control the mice population. 
This particular screech owl, however, 
suffered a brain injury from a passing 
car and human littering. When cars pass 
by and food wrappers and containers 
are thrown out the window, mice are 
attracted to the litter on the road. The 
owls then hunt the mice near the side of 
the road, where a car passing nearby is 
enough to knock the lightweight owls 
down, causing them to hit their head and 

lead to severe brain 
injury, injured beak 
or eye damage. 

“It was very in-
formative and inspir-
ing to learn about 
how our actions can 
lead to consequences 
for animals,” Chel-
sea May ’20 said.

This presenta-
tion was a valuable 
lesson as it showed 
that their actions can 

have direct consequences on other spe-
cies. Whether it be not littering food 
out of the car window onto the street or 
paying attention to ensure no animals 
are in the middle of the street, hope-
fully students learned to be cautious 
and mindful to all animals.                                 

Thus, students learned that animals 
should remain in their natural habitats.

Schmidt also introduced the bull 
python, another species that is often 
bought as a pet and released into the 
wild by owners who are unable to care 
for a fully grown snake. These animals 
are unable to survive in the wild in the 
north, especially New York. They have 
been more successful in areas such as 
Florida and Georgia because the cli-
mate is more similar to the python’s 
natural habitat in South America. These 
pythons have overpopulated the Ever-
glades of Florida and other areas. 

Next, Hooter, a great horned owl, 
was brought out. Great horned owls 
were previously found in North Ameri-
ca, but farmers became suspicious that 
these animals were eating their live-
stock, when in 
reality were only 
eating mice and 
rats. Once farm-
ers were educat-
ed  a nd  u nde r-
stood that  these 
a n i m a l s  w e r e 
helping them by 
eat ing the rats 
a nd  m ic e ,  t he 
farmers stopped 
shoot ing these 
owls. These owls 
are very unique, in that they hear in 
three dimensions, are able to pinpoint 
a sound and use their hearing for hunt-
ing. These owls are considered apex 
predators, meaning that once they are 
fully grown, no other organism tries 
to attack them or eat them, a fact many 

by Rachel Miller
On Tuesday, May 9,  President 

Donald Trump made a controversial 
decision to fire the director of the FBI, 
James Comey. Comey learned that he 
was fired when the news playing on a 
nearby television caught his eye while 
he made a speech at the FBI office 
in Los Angeles. In the official letter 
to Comey regarding his termination, 
Trump claimed that Comey was “not 
able to effectively lead the Bureau,” 
and that a new director would restore 
public trust in the FBI. Trump received 
recommendations to fire Comey from 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions and the 
Deputy Attorney General Rod J. Rosen-
stein. However, Trump later stated that 
he had already planned to fire Comey 
before he got the recommendation from 
Rosenstein.

Comey became director of the 
FBI in 2013 during President Barack 
Obama’s administration with much 
bipartisan support. Comey is the third 
government official Trump has fired so 
far in 2017, following Attorney General 
Sally Yates in Jan. and U.S. Attorney 
Preet Bharara in March. Comey is the 
second director ever to be fired in FBI 
history, the first being William Sessions 
who was fired in 1993 by Bill Clinton.

Trump cited Comey’s manage-
ment of  the investigation into Hillary 
Clinton’s use of a private email server. 
However, news sources later specu-
lated that Trump  may not have wanted 
Comey investigating the ties between 
Russia and the Trump administration. 

Comey allegedly cost Hillary 

Comey KiCKed off tHe CaSe

Art by Abigail Chen
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Girls Come Home

by Aditi Dam
Every five years, France undergoes presi-

dential elections. This year’s elections were not 
just notable for the French, but were crucial on 
the world stage as well. Presidential frontrun-
ners included Emmanuel Macron, Marine Le 
Pen, François Fillon, Jean-Luc Mélenchon and 
Benoît Hamon. 

A distinct aspect of the French election 
system is that it consists of a two-round election 
system, similar to numerous other nations. If no 
presidential candidate wins a majority in the first 
round, then there will be a second round with 
only the top two candidates. 

The first round of elections was 
administered on April 23. However, no 
candidate won a majority, which led to 
the second round held between the top 
two candidates, Emmanuel Macron and 
Marine Le Pen.

These two candidates origi-
nate from completely opposite 
sides of the political spectrum. Ma-
cron represents the En Marche party, 
a liberal party he himself founded, 
while Le Pen represents the right wing National 
Front. The one major difference between the two 
is their support for the European Union. Macron 
wants France to stay as an EU member and 
continue to strengthen their membership. On the 
other hand, Le Pen opposes the membership in 
the EU and encourages a “Frexit.”  In addition, 
Le Pen wanted to cut immigration to 10,000 
people annually. She is a protectionist, encourag-
ing extra taxes on foreign workers and imports.

However, Macron’s campaign became a 
target for hackers; emails, business documents 
and personal documents were leaked onto a 
website called Pastebin. Macron’s campaign said 
the hackers conspired to create fake documents. 
Nonetheless, this had little impact on the election 

maCron makes a mark
results since Macron won the French elections 
by a majority vote in the second round. On May 
7, Macron received 66.1 percent of the votes, 
while Le Pen obtained 33.9 percent of the votes. 

“The French have chosen a new presi-
dent,” Le Pen said. “I have called Mr. Macron 
to congratulate him on his election and I wished 
him success in this very senior post he is going 
to occupy and also the great challenges in front 
of him.”

“Congratulations Emmanuel Macron,”  
German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s spokes-
man said. “Your victory is a victory for a strong 

united Europe and for the Franco-German 
friendship”.

“We look forward to working 
with the new president on a wide range 
of shared priorities,” British Prime Min-

ister Theresa May said. 
This year’s elections illus-

trated the split views among many 
of the French. In this year’s elec-
tions, the National Front Party 
became more popular than ever 

before. With Le Pen’s support of 
France leaving the EU, the implementation of 
anti-immigration policies, and the accumulation 
of rightwing followers, Macron is facing a very 
real challenge to unite France. However, Macron 
issued a statement which demonstrates his faith 
and optimism.

“I know the country is divided and this 
has led to people voting for extremes,” Macron 
said.  “I understand the anger, the anxiety, the 
doubt which many of you have expressed and 
it is my responsibility to hear that...A new page 
of our history has turned this evening, I want 
that page to be one of hope and refound trust, 
the renewal of our public life, will be at the 
base of what I do from the very first day of our  
presidency.”

by Julia Grossman
As of Friday May 19, 2017, all of the 

highly-controversial Confederate statues and 
monuments have been removed from New 
Orleans. After much protest, the last four Con-
federate symbols, the statues of the Confeder-
ate President Jefferson Davis, the Confederate 
Gen. Robert E. Lee and Gen. Pierre Gustave 
Toutant Beauregard and the Battle of Liberty 
Place monument, the famous Obelisk, were 
taken down.

The monuments were originally built 
to pay homage to the significance of the 
Confederacy and the Southern way o f 
life. The obelisk, a reminder of the 
Battle of Liberty Place,  commemo-
rated “... a Reconstruction Era white 
supremacist attack on the city’s 
integrated police force,” according 
to an article by Tegan Wendland, 
published on May 20, 2017 by 
the National Public Radio (NPR). 
Depending upon who one asks, 
the statutes either had the pur-
pose of reminding the citizens of New Orleans 
about their history and heritage, or encouraging 
white supremacy by endorsing the ideals of the 
Confederacy.

New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu (D) 
first proposed removal of these monuments in 
2015 as a response to the Charleston Church 
Shooting. This incident prompted additional 
scrutiny at the Confederate symbols scattered 
across the South.

“They are not just innocent remembranc-
es of a benign history,” Landrieu said. “These 
monuments celebrate a fictional, sanitized 
Confederacy ignoring the death, ignoring the 
enslavement, ignoring the terror that it actually 
stood for.”

For many years, these statues have publi-
cally commended the efforts of the Confederacy 

to dehumanize and enslave an entire race, caus-
ing many to argue that, for this reason alone, 
the removal of these abhorrent monuments 
“commemorating” the Confederacy was  long 
overdue.  

Despite previous failed attempts to re-
move the statues, Mayor Landrieu persisted and 
finally by May 19, 2017, all four of the statutes 
described above were removed, despite some 
violent protests. The first to go was the Obelisk, 
which was brought down before dawn on April 
24 under the protection of the night. Mayor 
Landrieu did not want the protesters to cause 
any harm to the workers removing the statues, a 
previous act of arson in which a protester dam-

aged a contractor’s car  raised 
concerns over the safety of the 
workers. Since the incident,  

removal companies involved 
have remained anonymous. 
Because of the mobs of armed 
protesters, those who removed 

the statues felt compelled to 
protect their identities by wearing 

masks while police surveyed the situation from 
only yards away.

The protesters arrived with weapons, 
including guns and ammunition. They starkly 
objected to the removal of the statues for fear 
of losing a part of their “Southern” history and 
heritage. They fought for their right to honor 
the important figures of their Confederate past 
in peace and with pride.

“People across Louisiana should be 
concerned over what will disappear next,” the 
Monumental Task Committee, a New Orleans 
group against the removal of the statues, said.

Until this attitude changes and the United 
States can stand united without the ghosts of a 
failed attempt at secession dividing us, genuine 
acceptance and tolerance will never be able to 
take place.

removinG remnants
by Coralle Zangi

After lengthy, time-consuming nego-
tiations, the Nigerian government was finally 
able to release 82 Chibok schools girls from 
the custody of the terrorist organization, Boko 
Haram. The militant Islamic terrorist organiza-
tion has caused devastation and destruction 
in Africa’s most populous country, through  
waves of bombings, assassinations and attacks. 
Founded in 2002, the organization is based in 
Maiduguri, Nigeria under the Muslim cleric 
Mohammed Yusuf. 

The girls have been in the custody of the 
terrorist group for more than three years and 
upon their release, the Nigerian government 
agreed to return five Boko Haram commanders 
their freedom. The 276 Chibok schoolgirls were 
abducted in the middle of the night in April 2014, 
causing international outrage. This also spurred 
the Bring Back Our Girls (BBOG) campaign, 
which was supported by former first lady Mi-
chelle Obama, and other celebrities as well. The 
girls who were reunited with their families this 
month were part of a recent exchange brokered 
by the Nigerian government with the help of the 
government of Switzerland, the Red Cross and 
other non-governmental organizations. 

Family members are overjoyed by the re-
turn of their daughters, 
hoping that they will 
soon return to school 
and receive the edu-
cation they had been 
missing. 

“I am really 
happy today. I am 
Christmas and New 
Year. I am very happy,” 
Godiya Joshua said, 
whose daughter Esther 
was among one of the 
girls freed.

Despite this celebratory event, there are 
still close to 113 of the Chibok girls remaining 
in the custody of the terrorists. Nigeria’s govern-
ment claims they will do whatever it takes to 
make further exchanges to bring the rest of their 
girls home. According to Nigerian psychologist 
Fatima Akilu, who is the head of the Neem 
Foundation helping survivors of Boko Haram’s 
extremist violence, the girls symbolize a much 
greater problem in troubled northeastern Nigeria. 

 “A lot of people are not aware of the scale 
of the problem,” Akilu said.

Despite the release, the girls were only al-
lowed to see family two weeks after their release 
and remain in the care of the government.They 
are being medically and psychologically evalu-
ated, followed by a rehabilitation and reintegra-
tion program, where the girls will learn to heal 
from the last few traumatic years. 

“These are security precautions to pro-
tect the girls from the stigma, ostracism and 
discrimination commonly faced by those return-
ing from Boko Haram captivity,” the Nigerian 
government said.

Now, more than ever, the community 
of BBOG campaign supporters are needed to 
welcome back the girls and guide them in their 
recovery. 

traCkinG trump
by Bharvi Chavre and Rachel Miller

On May 10, President Donald Trump  
allegedly revealed classified information to 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and 
Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak. How-
ever, it was later revealed that information may 
not have been released. 

“At no time were intelligence sources 
or methods discussed,” Herbert Raymond 
McMaster, Trump’s national security advi-
sor, said. “The president did not disclose any 
military operations that were not already pub-
licly known...I was in the 
room. It didn’t happen.”

Nevertheless, both 
Democrats and Republi-
cans were troubled by the 
allegations and the Jus-
tice Department appointed 
Robert Mueller, the former FBI 
Director, as a special counsel 
for the investigation into ties 
between Russia and Trump’s 
administration. Mueller is a former federal 
prosecutor and has a spotless reputation. He 
is expected to restore public confidence in the 
government’s ability to investigate concerns 
that the public has about the Trump campaign 
in regards to the Russians.

Trump has continuously asserted that 
there was no interaction between his campaign 
and Russia.

“As I have stated many times, a thorough 
investigation will confirm what we already 
know,” Trump said. “There was no collusion 
between my campaign and any foreign entity. I 
look forward to this matter concluding quickly. 
In the meantime, I will never stop fighting for 
the people and the issues that matter most to 
the future of our country.”

With his position, Muller can choose 

whether or not to inform the Justice Depart-
ment about the investigation. Rosenstein being 
assigned as special counsel authorizes him 
to investigate “any links and/or coordination 
between the Russian government and individu-
als associated with the campaign of President 
Donald Trump.” Mueller is also entitled to 
press criminal charges and is able to request 
any additional resources that he sees necessary 
to augment the investigation.

This is only the second time in the his-
tory of the United States where a 

special counsel has been 
appointed, the first was in 
1999. That investigated 
the federal raid on the 
Branch Dravidian com-

pound in Waco, Texas in 
1993 that killed 76 people.

Mueller is a highly re-
spected individual by both 
Republicans and Democrats. 

He has been credited with rejuve-
nating and building the modern FBI.

Senator Ben Sasse, a Nebraska Republi-
can member of the Judiciary Committee, com-
mented on Mueller’s qualifications, explaining 
that his “record, character, and trustworthiness 
have been lauded for decades by Republicans 
and Democrats alike.”

After hearing of the news, Trump 
tweeted, “With all of the illegal acts that took 
place in the Clinton campaign & Obama ad-
ministration, there was never a special counsel 
appointed!” and “This is the single greatest 
witch hunt of a politician in American history.”

Only time and further investigation will 
tell if there are truly any ties between Trump 
and Russia, and hopefully all information will 
be revealed soon. 

Art by Michelle Dyner

Art by Chestine Tomas

Art by Grace Browse
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Go AlphA Go!

New SurfAce liNeup
by Nathaniel Eisenberg

In recent news, Microsoft has just re-
leased a new model for the Surface Laptop. 
Starting at $999, the newly released computer 
is highly sought after. The new Surface Laptop 
is now available in  four different colors, each 
elegantly designed to fit the style of any con-
sumer. Customers can choose from a selection 
of navy blue, burgundy red, grey or beige. The 
new keyboard is covered with Alcantara fabric 
to create a luxurious experience for anyone us-
ing the new Surface Laptop. In addition, this 
new laptop is very easy for students or workers 
that travel because of its thin and light design, 
fitting in bags for easy transportation. 

Equipped with an 7th Gen Intel Proces-
sor, this Microsoft laptop is the fastest it has 
ever been. Moreover, the Surface Laptop is 
designed for Windows 10 S, the new soft-
ware for Microsoft computers, which has 
been streamlined for security and superior 
performance. Applications are delivered via 
the Windows Store, ensuring that they are Mi-
crosoft verified. Microsoft Edge, Microsoft’s 
web browser, is the default browser since it 
has proven to be more secure than Chrome or 
Firefox. Windows Defender and all ongoing 
security features of Windows 10 are included 
in the new Surface Laptop. This new Surface 
is cracking down on security issues, ensuring 

the safety of the consumer.
 The Microsoft Surface is designed for 

a lasting performance, offering faster boot 
up times and a sturdier structure. Microsoft 
Edge is faster and safer than ever, whether it 
is streaming HD video or switching windows. 
In addition, the compatibility between multiple 
devices has been starkly improved. Not only 
is the base hardware customizable for the 
consumer to find their look, the home page 
software is also customizable to make the expe-
rience as easy as possible for the user. There is a 
Windows 10 for everyone, making the software 
adjustable based off user preference. Windows 
10 Home includes the familiar features of Win-
dows 10 with support of non-Windows Store 
apps. Windows 10 S is streamlined for security 
and performance, and works exclusively with 
apps from the Windows Store. Windows 10 
Pro includes all the features of Windows 10 to 
support professionals, including non-Windows 
Store apps, domain join, remote desktop and 
BitLocker. Anyone can find a Windows 10 
that is suitable for their work; they just need 
to find what fits. 

The New Surface Laptop has a 13.5 inch 
touchscreen, up to 14.5 hours of video playback 
and up to 16GB of RAM. This student-friendly 
laptop inspires students to change the world 
within reach of their fingers. Consumers have 

already prepared great 
reviews for the newly 
released Surface Laptop. 
Users around the world 
are giving this laptop five 
stars, loving the feel of the 
new Windows 10 S and 
its promising features. 
Microsoft is facing is-
sues with pen reliability, 
however, Microsoft is 
working restlessly to en-
sure that their problems 
are fixed.

TruckiNG wiTh uber
by Sulan Pathiranage

Go is an ancient Chinese board game 
with simple rules, but an astonishing amount 
of strategy; there are more possible positions 
on a Go board than there are atoms in the 
observable universe. AlphaGo, an artificial in-
telligence (AI) created by Google, was likened 
to a “Go God” by its competitor, Ke Jie, a Go 
grandmaster.

AlphaGo was able to defeat both Jie and 
Lee Sedol, another Go grandmaster, which is an 
impressive feat given their years of competing. 

“I think everyone recognizes that Ke Jie 
is the strongest human player,” 9th-dan profes-
sional Michael Redmond said before the match.

Despite Ke Jie’s adeptness at the ancient 
game, AlphaGo was able to defeat him in the 
first match. AlphaGo, in fact, was able to take 
control of the board much sooner than the 
DeepMind researchers, the creators of the AI, 
anticipated. The game was anticipated to go on 
for six hours; Ke resigned at four hours.

Prior to the match, Ke was confident that 
AlphaGo would not defeat him, as Ke was a 
much better player than Lee and had more 
experience. However, AlphaGo did not play 
as Ke had believed at all. 

“Last year, it was still quite human-like 
when it played. But this year, it became like a 
god of Go,” Ke Jie said after the match. 

DeepMind created AlphaGo to show 
the potential of artificial intelligence. AlphaGo 
does not do brute calculations to decide moves, 
but has “learned” Go instead. In a manner simi-
lar to the brain, AlphaGo has  neural networks. 
One neural network, the “policy network,” 
selects the next move to play. The other neural 
network, the “value network,” predicts the win-

ner of the game. Alpha Go takes the Go board 
as an input and process it through 12 different 
network layers containing millions of neuron-
like connections.

Ultimately, a powerful AI was created 
and was sent out to play against other players. 
Initially, AlphaGo played against other play-
ers online, and when it began winning all of 
its games, it began playing against itself. By 
doing so, it learned how to improve its game-
playing strategy. At that point, Google invited 
one professional to a closed door match, which 
AlphaGo won 5-0. Following that develop-
ment, AlphaGo faced Lee Sedol, winning 
four to one. After defeating Lee, AlphaGo has 
participated in a Masters series against various 
professional players, winning 50 games in a 
row since January. 

Beating Lee brought AlphaGo and its 
creators much praise, as winning Go was con-
sidered one of the biggest milestones for AI. 

An AI that could “learn” had profound 
implications for the future of AI. If AI could 
improve itself, there are concerns that its knowl-
edge would become far too superior, presenting 
unimaginable consequences for humanity. 
Such an event is known as “technological 
singularity.” Despite AlphaGo’s progress, the 
technological singularity, if possible, is still 
some time away. 

Currently, however, AlphaGo’s incred-
ible defeat of the world’s best Go player, Ke Jie, 
is still at the forefront. DeepMind’s remarkable 
achievement in creating AlphaGo has shown 
the world the potential that AIs hold. AlphaGo 
is definitely an encouraging sign for the future 
implications of artificial intelligence. 

GooGle iNviTeS ATTAck
by Sulan Pathiranage

In the beginning of May, Google 
experienced one of the most sophisticated 
phishing attacks in its history. Phishing is 
the act of sending emails from a supposedly 
trustworthy source in order to steal a person’s 
private information. Phishing attacks have 
happened on a large scale prior to this, but 
this attack was particularly hard to catch. 

The attack involved Google Docs and 
the “invitation to edit” feature. An email was 
sent out to victims posing as someone they 
might know. Once the victim clicked on the 
link, they were taken to a real Google sign-
in page, but the login gave permissions to 
a malicious web app that would be given 
access to the victim’s email and contacts. 

Once one person was attacked, the 
email would be sent to everyone in the 
person’s address book, spreading the attack 
further. While it is not exactly certain how 
widespread the attack was, Google’s official 
statement was that the attack affected less 
than 0.1% of users, which would be ap-
proximately one million.

Since most phishing attacks are in 
the form of emails made to look trustwor-
thy, once the link is opened, simply look 
at the URL to verify whether the website 
is authentic. In this case, this phishing was 
sophisticated in that it used Google itself to 
spread its attack. The third-party app was 
able to name itself “Google Docs” and use 
the official Google sign-in page. Unless the 
developer information was checked, which 
only the most paranoid of users do, there 
was almost no way of knowing whether or 
not the email was legitimate. 

The email was spread quickly, send-
ing out up to 150 messages per minute at 
its peak. Fortunately, while the spam was 
a nuisance, the attackers were not able to 
retrieve any personal account information 
from users. The attack was limited to spam 

and the collection of emails. 
Google said that it had stopped the 

attack in one hour. The hackers had taken 
advantage of a weakness that should not have 
been there. For instance, being able to name 
the application Google Docs, while one of 
the same name already existed, should not 
have occurred. Google responded by taking 
down the Google Docs app, and banned apps 
from using “Google” in their name.  

The weakness was in Google’s verifi-
cation system for web applications, OAuth. 
OAuth is a convenient way for Internet 
applications to link to other third-party ap-
plications. Users do not provide passwords, 
but security tokens to connect to one of their 
accounts. It can be and has been exploited 
in the past, and a developer in 2011 warned 
against malicious applications impersonat-
ing Google services. 

In fact, there are still problems with 
OAuth. One security expert was able to 
duplicate the attack after Google made its ad-
justments. In naming his application Google 
Docs, the expert used a Cyrillic character 
that looks like the letter “o” and was able 
to bypass Google’s restrictions. He submit-
ted his exploit to Google for them to patch, 
however, he warns that there are most likely 
other exploits for hackers to take.

Phishing is just one of the many 
ways cybercriminals can steal information. 
While their attacks become more and more 
sophisticated, it becomes harder for victims 
to identify whether the attack is legitimate 
or not. However, there are many ways to 
stay safe on the Internet. For example, you 
should take great care when the sender or the 
contents of the email are unknown. When 
that is the case, it is imperative to make sure 
that the URL, developer information and 
security of website are all what they should 
be. Despite the hassle, it is always better to 
be safe than sorry. 

by Evan Panzer
Uber, originally founded by Garrett 

Camp and Travis Kalanick as “Ubercab” 
in 2009, is a well known “taxi service” in 
which customers get transportation by re-
questing a driver on its mobile app or web-
site. Uber drivers, driving their own cars, 
are hired by the company after passing a 
background check and undergoing safety 
inspections on their vehicles, but this is 
not the only service that the company now 
offers. With similar companies constantly 
emerging, Uber must learn to advance 
their company with changing times. 

On May 18, the wildly popular 
and ever-growing transportation network 
company made an exciting announcement 
regarding the launching of their newest 
service: Uber Freight. The new platform 
will match truckers with companies that 
need their cargo shipped across the coun-
try. However, this simple concept has 
many interesting effects and applications.

As with other Uber services, Uber 
Freight can be accessed through the app, 
currently available on Android and iOS. 
There are many parallels between the Uber 
Cab and the new service. For example, 
drivers will be able to sign up and look 
through a list of available job offers and 
routes they would be able to take. In addi-
tion, the listings tell the driver how much 
they would be carrying, and for what price. 
Similar to regular Uber cab driver, once 
their job is done, they can find another one. 

There are many reasons why Uber 
feels the need for an addition to their 
company. First of all, they hope to fight 

the inequality that exists in the trucking 
industry and level the playing field for 
truckers. More often than not, the truck-
ing industry is dominated by white men, 
leaving women and drivers of color to face 
discrimination while trying to work and 
support their families. The service would 
be able to eliminate this tension between 
the trucker and the employer.

However, one of the main differ-
ences between existing Uber services 
and Uber Freight is the length of the trip. 
Trucking is a much more trenuous and 
time consuming activity. For an ordinary 
Uber driver, not having a return trip after 
dropping off a client is fine, but for a 
trucker, they could be many miles away 
from their next job. 

Obviously, Uber is not the first and 
definitely not the only company that is in-
terested in offering these kinds of services. 
Recently, Amazon has showed interest 
in pairing drivers with companies that 
need products shipped. Also, the growth 
of wageless semi-autonomous and fully-
autonomous technology for vehicles may 
prove that attempts by these companies are 
futile. It could very well be that unmanned 
trucking will be coming in the near future 
with Uber even showing some interest in 
this area. Uber has acquired “Otto”, a self-
driving mechanism similar to Google’s 
“Alphabet”. 

Overall, the inclusion of the freight 
service to Uber should prove to be an 
interesting move due to the potential 
improvements it presents to the trucking 
industry.
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GooGle Inovates at I/o

“alexa, What’s neW WIth You?”

by Sulan Pathiranage
Google I/O is Google’s annual confer-

ence in which developers discuss progress 
in their technological innovations. This year, 
Google mostly announced upgrades and 
improvements to existing products, rather 
than new products entirely. In doing so, I/O 
showed that Google is at the top of their 
software game.

One of Google’s announcements was 
Project Treble, a system that allows Android 
to become easier to update. One of the biggest 
issues with Android is its fragmentation, or 
the different versions of the software going 
around. Project Treble would solve the issue 
by creating a modular update system in which 
phone manufacturers do not have to create a 
new operating system every time an update 
is released. 

The newest version of the Android 
operating system, Android O, boasted faster 
boot times. While it might not be a widely 
used function, since most people do not reboot 
their phones often, it would cut boot times in 
half from 47 seconds for older phones. 

Minor improvements were plenty for 
Android O. For example, a new Android 
O feature allows for smart text selection to 
automatically highlight addresses and phone 
numbers. Picture in Picture (PiP) mode will 
allow for apps to be overlaid on other screens. 
For instance, Youtube can be present across all 
apps, with a small video playing in the corner. 
Emojis will be more in line with other plat-
forms instead of the traditional Android style. 

Another major overhaul was to battery 
life. Background activity for apps would be 
altered so that apps that usually use processing 
power would be reduced, potentially saving 

up to a few hours of battery. Additionally, 
there will be improvements to the current 
Doze function, which would save battery life 
when the phone is not being used.

Another announcement was the Google 
Lens improvements. In short, it has become 
extremely advanced. It can identify faces and 
organize photos by facial features. Addition-
ally, by holding a phone camera at a router 
sticker, it can automatically log-in to one’s 
WiFi. Even more, just by taking a photo of a 
building, flower or paintings, it can immedi-
ately be identified. 

More artificial intelligence (AI) de-
velopments have been added to Google As-
sistant, which was released on iOS. While it 
cannot replace the deep integration of Siri, it 
provides an acceptable alternative. It allows 
Google to gather more information neces-
sary to improve and develop their products 
further. AI will also be used to help with the 
“Google for Jobs” initiative, which helps 
Google narrow down potential candidates 
for a job position. 

Google Home, Google’s home assis-
tant, was improved to allow for hands free 
phone calls. There will be no cost to the phone 
call, and it can differentiate between people. 
For example, this would allow roommates to 
both say, “Call Mom,” but Google Home will 
know to change the call for the person. The 
new Google Home features will debut in June.

Google Photos was also upgraded to 
allow the machine to adapt to the user. For 
example, with Photoshop experience, Google 
Photos can automatically remove foreground 
or background distractions. Additionally, 
Photos will now have smart libraries, allow-
ing photos to be shared with others. Google 

Tile
Free

iOS & Android

by Ben Rapp
For people who lose things like 

their jackets, keys or bags, the company 
Tile has the solution for you. With two 
variations on their Bluetooth tracker 
and a free companion app for iOS and 
Android, the company has certainly 
succeeded in broadening its user base. 

Tile, founded in 2013, currently 
has two Tile Trackers on the market: the 
Tile Mate and the Tile Slim. Both serve 
the same purpose, the only difference 
being shape and size. The Tile Mate is 
a tiny square with a small hole for a 
keychain, which is perfect for attach-
ing to keys and backpacks. Their other 
tracker, the Tile Slim, is larger than 
the Tile Mate but is currently the slim-
mest Bluetooth tracker available. With 
the thickness of only two credit cards, 
the Tile Slim fits nicely in wallets and 
books or attached to laptops and tablets. 
For other purposes, such as leaving a 
tracker in a suitcase or attached to a 
bike, either Tile can be used. 

The app is both simple to setup 
and  use. After purchasing a Tile tracker 
and downloading the app using Blue-
tooth, the phone pairs with the tracker. 
The tracker can then be named (for 
people with more than one tracker), at 
which point the app instantly begins to 
work. Using your phone’s Bluetooth 
and the Bluetooth of all Tile users 
worldwide, your Tile is always being 
tracked. Tile devices can be shared with 
other Tile app users, which is ideal for 
shared keys and other shared devices. 

Ringtones on Tile trackers are cus-
tomizable with six options, including 
“The Classic Call” and “Jingle Bells”. 
The only other customizable feature on 
the app is the icon for the tracker. Us-
ers can upload a picture of the device 
that the Tile is tracking in order to stay 
organized when using multiple trackers. 

Aside from finding items with 
Tile trackers attached, Tile trackers can 
also be used to find phones. By double 
tapping on the button on the tracker, a 
tone is played on the connected phone. 
Unfortunately, this feature does not 
work while the phone is in power-saving 
mode, which many users often utilize. 

While the device is designed ef-
ficiently with its small footprint, it does 
not have a replaceable battery. There-
fore, it will need to be replaced every 
year or so. So, while the device only 
costs about $25, with a yearly relace-
ment, it can end up costing a lot more 
in the long-run.

Therefore, the Tile is certainly a  
reasonable solution to a common prob-
lem. By using the bluetooth connectiv-
ity of all Tile users, the app fixes the 
issue with the short range of Bluetooth 
technology. With not many settings to 
choose from and a very easy process 
to set up, the Tile is a perfect personal 
belonging tracker for anyone. However, 
with the one-year non-rechargable bat-
tery, it can be an expensive device to 
get accustom to having. 

by Ben Rapp
With recent advances in personal as-

sistant technology, Amazon and its assistant, 
Alexa, have received much attention. In 
the past few weeks, two new devices were 
announced as additions to the Alexa fam-
ily: the Echo Look and Echo Show. Also, 
their current Echo devices received updates 
with features including voice calling. These 
new Amazon technologies have proven to 
be cutting-edge innovations, even popular 
sketch show Saturday Night Live (SNL) 
has written skits publicizing Amazon Alexa 
technology. The question is, what will 
Amazon do next? 

The Echo Look, which is 
currently only available through 
exclusive invitation, was released 
in April. With all the basic Alexa 
features, the main purpose of this 
$200 device is style.  ‘Style Check’ 
provides users with a second opin-
ion on their outfit choice based on 
machine-learning algorithms that 
use advice from fashion experts. The 
device and companion app allow users 
to see how they look in their clothes 
from every angle. After taking a photo, 
Alexa saves it to the companion app in or-
der to provide a digital library of the user’s 
wardrobes.

Amazon’s second new Alexa device, 
the Echo Show, will be available at the end 
of June. Being the first home assistant with a 
screen, Amazon boasts that Alexa will now 
be able to show things to the user. The Echo 
Show will have the ability to make video 
calls to other Echo Show users, display 
security camera footage, show song lyrics 
through Amazon Music and offer brief flash 
news briefings. When available, the device 

will sell for $230, which is currently the 
most expensive home assistant. With all 
the features of the Echo and Echo Dot, the 
main difference seems to be the screen and 
the functionality it brings.  

Amazon’s latest implementation of 
Alexa is the Element 55-Inch 4K Ultra HD 
Smart LED TV. With the Amazon Echo 
voice remote, users can control 
music, lights and 
search popular 
TV fea tu re s 

such as Netflix, Hulu and Amazon Prime 
Video. 

On May 13, Alexa received even 
more publicity on SNL. The show portrayed 
a different version of the device: Alexa 
Silver, a personal assistant designed for the 
elderly. In the skit, Amazon partnered with 
AARP to create the device, which responds 
to any name similar to “Alexa” such as 
“Amanda” or  “Allegra”. The device is also 
louder than the standard Alexa, perfect for 
elderly individuals that are hard of hearing. 
With a ‘Quick Scan’ feature, the personal as-

will also publish Photo Books, introducing 
printed photos to the Google Photos library. 
Softcovers will cost $10 for a 20 page book 
and hardcover books will cost $20.

Google Daydream, their virtual reality 
(VR) platform, also received updates. For ex-
ample, it can be transmitted to the television, 
so that there can be an audience to the virtual 
reality experience. Daydream headsets will 
also be wireless, with the sensors inside the 
headset. Google calls it “World Sense”, and it 
allows for position tracking without the whole 
room set up in the HTC Vive. 

Android Auto was announced a few 
years ago, but with Google I/O, a major 
overhaul was announced. Instead of a “lite” 
version of Android, there is a full Android ver-
sion, where the car has all features of Android. 
It will be present in Volvo and Audi cars, with 
more automakers sure to join. 

Another Google moonshot project was 
Project Tango, the augmented reality system 
for Android. It allows for people to see over-
lays through a camera, improving perception 
and visuals. 

Additionally, Gmail’s smart replies 
allow for quick and easy replies to emails, 
requiring only a quick touch on the appropri-
ate response. This is just another example of 
the many ways that Google applies machine 
learning to create a better experience.

Google I/O seemed to have a focus 
on the applications of machine learning. 
Google is large and growing: search, Android, 
Chrome, YouTube, Maps, Play Store and 
Gmail have all reached at least one billion 
users. This allows Google to improve its 
products further and give the users more ease 
of use in the future. 

sistant is able to find devices that the user is 
unable to find such as a phone in their hands. 
While Alexa Silver is not real, it did offer a 
large amount of publicity to Amazon’s lines 
of personal assistants.  

After SNL’s parody of the Amazon 
personal assistant, Northeastern University 
student Bret Krutiansky developed a new 

feature for the Amazon Echo: “Elderly 
Alexa”. With both of his grandparents 
in need of care, leaving his mom wor-
ried, Krutiansky developed this app 
to allow for communication between 
families and their family members who 
need extra care. The ‘skill’ allows the 

user to ask what medicine they have 
taken, what they still need to take and 
sends an email to family members to 
notify them about the status of their 
medication. Krutiansky mentioned 
that, in the future, he hopes to add 
more reminder features as well. 

On top of all of Amazon’s 
new devices and new publicity, 

their old devices received a major up-
grade this month as well. After download-

ing the new Alexa app, users are now able 
to call other Echo users. Alexa Calling is 
only available to Alexa devices or app users. 
Amazon promises that the ability to block 
calls from specific people will be available 
in the near future. 

With all the new changes to Alexa, 
analysts are attempting to predict Amazon’s 
next move. Many devices are unintention-
ally activated now when users are having 
normal conversations with words that sound 
similar to “Alexa”. As part of a market that 
is quickly changing, Amazon has succeeded 
in the past few months in updating their 
personal assistant product line. 

Art by Abigail Chen
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by Eliana Berger and Danielle Cohen
This year’s G.W. Hewlett High School 

senior class has a number of extremely tal-
ented thespians. On May 23 and 24, students 
in Theatre 5/6 presented projects that they 
have been working on for months. In these 
advanced-level theatre classes, students 
learn how to write, direct and perform. 
Their cumulative goal is the Senior Theatre 
Projects (STPs), which demonstrate students’ 
accelerated theatrical abilities. Students and 
parents gathered excitedly to see their friends 
and family showcase their theatrical skills in 
the Little Theatre. 

On the first day of the Senior Theatre 
Projects, Kalpita Chakote ’17, Abby Lamdan 
’17, Chris Rivera ’17, Craig Sippin ’17 and 
Sapir Riskovich ’17 presented their projects. 
Chakote showcased her hard work through 
her rendition of Luke Holey’s “The Benevo-
lent Elephant Store for Office Supplies and 
Photo Development”, which she had direct-
ed. She casted Sophie Abitbol ’18, Imogen 
Castro ’18 and Hasseena Lamousnery ’17 
to perform in this piece. This skit was about 
three strangers whose perspectives change 
after a short encounter with each other on one 
late weekend night in a store. Everyone in the 
theatre howled with laughter as Lamousnery 
and Abitbol whipped out colorful scarves 
with which they pranced and danced about 
the stage. Chakote was thrilled by her entire 
experience with her production.

“My experience developing and 
seeing the finished project on stage is inde-
scribable because my cast was awesome,” 
Chakote said. “They were hard workers and 
listened to my suggestions and were willing 
to try exercises that were not necessar-
ily comfortable. The feedback that theatre 
teacher Dawn DeMaio gave also helped us 
create the project and… add the finishing 
touches to the piece.” Chakote and audience 
members alike raved about their experience 
at STPs. Overall, the performance was a mix 
of well-executed comedy and heartwarm-
ing reality as each character gained a new 

perspective on time and their place within it. 
Rivera and Lamdan directed and per-

formed in an excerpt of Tennessee Williams’ 
“The Glass Menagerie”. With the additional 
casting of Brianna Azimov ’17, these three 
seniors performed a selection from this gut-
wrenching, greatly revered and often revived 
play with palpable excitement. “The Glass 
Menagerie” is a personal favorite for Lam-
dan, as it was a dream of hers to perform in it. 

“Developing the project was an in-
credible experience,” Lamdan said. “Work-
ing on this text is something I’ve wanted to 
do since freshman year, so my co-director, 
Chris Rivera, and I had a lot of fun seeing 
the different rehearsal stages. Hearing the 
audience’s reactions to certain moments 
and getting feedback was so much fun. I’m 
so happy I got the chance to perform in 
this play, as it was definitely a role that I’ve 
always loved.” 

From witnessing her performance in 
her project, one could see the passion Lam-
dan put forth for not only this showcase but 
also the craft of acting in general. Her scene 
partner and co-director, Rivera, was also 
greatly invested in this project. 

Audience members could visibly see 
that Lamdan truly loved performing, which 
made the whole experience much more 
genuine for all who watched. Because of the 
commendable execution and passion put into 
this performance, spectators teared up as the 
excerpt came to a close. 

The final performance of the day was 
exceptionally hysterical. “The Mix Up” was 
written by Sippin, directed by Riskovich, and 
performed by Abitbol, Andrew Lapierre ’18, 
Natalie Piperno ’18, Jordan Nizri ’18 and 
Nicole Navarro ’18. This performance was 
centered around two college freshmen whose 
roommate situation was severely, as the title 
implies, mixed up. Lapierre’s performance in 
this skit was particularly well-received by the 
audience. With a cliffhanger at the end, the 
audience was left completely shaken and 
taken aback. 

Tuesday’s set of performances was a 
rollercoaster of emotions. The first and last 
performances of the day were rightfully met 
with grins and chuckles, whereas the middle 
performance of “The Glass Menagerie” left 
the audience with teary-eyes and broken 
hearts. The combination of all these perfor-
mances left the audience satisfied as they 
witnessed a well-rounded theatrical experi-
ence. The performances went off without a 
hitch and were embraced with open hearts 
and minds. 

Wednesday’s performances were elo-
quently executed as well, with seniors Jamie 
Silfen ’17, Kristyn Casali-Hernandez ’17, and 
Katie Giron ’17 acting as directors. 

The first piece of the night was titled 
“H.E.L.P.,” which portrayed a typical love 
story with a dark and twisted ending. The 
popular girl, Amber, and the nerdy guy, 
Wesley, fell in love but were too apprehensive 
to start the relationship because of their dif-
fering social rankings. The audience is able 
to see the blossoming of a relationship that 
ends up taking an ugly turn. Amber feels as 
if she cannot give Wesley what he wants and, 
unfortunately, is a victim in a drunk-driving 
accident. After finding out what happened to 
his girlfriend, Wesley tried to kill himself as 
well but called the ambulance right after he 
did and he ended up surviving. Although the 
play showcased some incredibly difficult top-
ics, they were handled perfectly. Silfen casted 
Alexandra Romero ’18 and Ben Zinnar ’17; 
both did a phenomenal job portraying their 
characters. Additionally, this play was unique 
because of its use of song, which was used 
to demonstrate the relationship 
between Amber and Wesley.

“I thought it was a 
very interesting piece be-
cause of how unique it 
was. We used more song to 
tell the story rather than 
dialogue. Also, even 

though we 

SeniorS Take Their Final Bow
did address serious topics like drunk driving 
and suicide, it was all well executed and well 
written,” Romero said.

The second project of the night was 
and excerpt from “Rosie in the Shadow of 
the Melrose,” written by Craig Fols ’17 and 
directed by Casali-Hernandez. Paulina Kha-
yumov ’17 and Nick Marino ’17 played the 
two leads. This play was about two strangers 
who met at a train station and shared a quick 
heart-to-heart. Francis, portrayed by Khayu-
mov, was venting about how she feels uncom-
fortable in her own skin and how much she 
would rather be her friend Rosie. Marino’s 
character was describing his struggles with 
his parents, who disapproved of him being 
gay. This beautifully touching performance 
was loved by all in the audience as both 
characters were relatable and well developed. 

“This project was definitely a challenge 
for me. It was the most lines I’ve ever been 
assigned, but we ended up having a very 
successful performance,” Khayumov said. 
“We had a small cast so we were really able 
to get to know each other and bond. All my 
years of performing in the Little Theater have 
prepared me for this project. I am very happy 
that I was able to put on a good show for my 
director Kristyn.”

Last but not least was “Planes,” a heart-
wrenching piece directed by Katie Giron ’17 
about a family losing their daughter at an 
airport. Gabrielle Barnes ’18, Sofia Barone 
’18, Hailey Parnes ’18 and Luis Navarro ’17 
were casted in this beautiful play. It tells the 
story of a husband, portrayed by Navarro, 
and a wife, played by Barone, who lost their 
child, played by Parnes, at an airport. The 
couple had to deal with the incredibly stress-
ful ordeal of calling a detective, played by 
Barnes, to find her. 

“It was truly a rewarding experience 
to work on such an emotionally challenging 

piece. Our director really did everything 
she could to make this project as amazing 
as it was,” Barone said. “I’m so excited 
for next year when I can display a Senior 
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Theater Project of my own!” 
This piece was also unique because it 

was told in a non-chronological order, leaving 
the audience to piece together the information 
in the story themselves. The audience was on 
the edge of their seats the entire time, as this 
was an incredibly emotional play. 

“I absolutely loved performing in 
this piece. Katie Giron did a great job at 
writing and directing the act. Each of us 
put a lot of time and effort into creating 
the final piece, and I think it all payed off 
that night,” Barnes said. 

Ultimately, all of the performances 
did a phenomenal job of showcasing original, 
creative and captivating plays. DeMaio and the 
audience members were highly impressed. De-
Maio has worked tirelessly with these students 
since their freshman year to prepare them for 
this very moment.

“This year’s seniors did an amazing 
job writing, directing and performing, along 
with the advanced-level juniors, for the Senior 
Theater Projects. I was so proud of the mature 
and professional way they approached the 
material and rehearsal process,” DeMaio said. 
“Some chose to direct scene work and some 
chose to write their own original plays. These 
one-acts are designed to be the culminating 
project for the five-course Theater sequence 
and I know they had memorable and fulfilling 
performances.”

Similar to previous years, this year’s 
set of seniors put forth a set of skits that are 
undoubtedly unrivaled by any other high 
school! From the tear-jerking “The Glass 
Menagerie” to the utterly hilarious “The Mix 
Up,” these projects covered a wide range of 
emotions and were all executed with fantastic 
enthusiasm and precision. The theatre students 
and their projects are a testament to Hewlett 
High School’s unparalleled theatre program; 
the skills learned, exhibited and applied by 
theatre students will help them excel in any 
career they might choose. Thank you to all 
involved in this year’s exciting and impressive 
Senior Theatre Projects.
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DECA StuDEntS tAkE AnAhEim, CAliforniA  

thE BEginning of nEw friEnDShipS

by Sophia Lamsifer
As the school year comes to an end, 

students get ready to take part in competitions, 
eager to show off months’ worth of work in 
the form of meticulous and well-developed 
projects. From science to music, G.W. Hewlett 
High School constantly churns out incredible 
students with fascinating projects that rank 
worldwide. However, no competition quite 
tests one’s knowledge of subject matter and 
preparation like the Distributive Education 
Clubs of America (DECA). 

DECA is an opportunity for aspiring 
leaders and entrepreneurs to prepare for ca-
reers in marketing, finance, hospitality and 
management, both at the high school and 
collegiate levels. When the club began more 
than 70 years ago, it strived not only to make 
a career in business more attainable, but also 
to give students a sense of belonging by mak-
ing them a part of a group that allowed social 
development. More than 215,000 students 
from each state in the United States,Canada, 
Australia, Mexico, Spain, Germany, South 
Korea, the People’s Republic of China, 
Turkey, and Hong Kong are members of the 
club. Among these students, 10,000 take part 
in DECA’s Competitive Events Program, 
demonstrating to be both college and career 
savvy. Renowned alumni of collegiate DECA 
include actor Josh Duhamel, actress Courte-
ney Cox, talk show host Leeza Gibbons and 
reporter Katie Couric. Here at Hewlett High 
School, Eliana Berger ’18, James Verschleiser 
’18, Gabrielle Barnes ’18, Alex May ’17 and 
Harrison Poutre ’17 faced competitors from 
around the world at the international competi-
tion in Anaheim, California.

Their journey began at the regional 
competition held at Freeport High School.  

After performing role-plays on various topics 
concerning business such as financial literacy, 
Hewlett boasted 20 students moving onto the 
state competition. Students that advanced 
took a written exam on their topic, for example 
students participating in the tourism and 
hospitality cluster took a written test on it. At 
the statewide competition in Rochester, NY, 
awards were announced for top ten test scores, 
top ten roleplays, top ten overall projects and 
the top five individuals/groups that will move 
onto California.

On April 26, Hewlett High School 
students flew to California with advisers 
Molly Henck and Jared Pitelli and settled in 
for the night at their hotel. The next day, all 
competition participants were invited to have 
a day of fun at Disneyland, giving the stu-
dents a day of well-deserved unwinding and 
relaxation before the main event. The students 
then returned to their hotels and headed to 
the Anaheim Convention Center, where the 
opening ceremony took place. Participants 
were then introduced to DECA regional repre-
sentatives from across the United States, who 
spoke about DECA and the career opportuni-
ties and preparation the club presents. Next, 
students were surprised by life-changing 
performances from the band Echosmith 
and season 11 runner up for the Voice Billy 
Gilman. Not to mention, students watched a 
fashion showcase displaying impressive cloth-
ing made by Californian collegiates and had 
the chance to meet experienced entrepreneurs 
in business that offered important advice on 
how to succeed in business. 

After the ceremony, students had the 
opportunity to go to Disneyland once more 
or visit various California hotspots. Thursday 
morning, the students took 100 question mul-

by Lindsay Cohn and Sam Bogdanov
On Tuesday, May 24, the Hewlett 

Leader’s Club hosted the third annual 
Friendship Games on the turf of G.W. 
Hewlett High School. The Friendship 
Games were held for the students in Anne 
Cornell’s class as well as other special 
needs students from various schools on 
Long Island. This event was planned fol-
lowing last year’s field day as a result of 
its success. The Leaders’ Club is advised 
by Abby Samlin and Melissa Pantelis, so 
it is because of them that this day was as 
successful as it was. 

Special needs students from Franklin, 
Hewlett Elementary, Woodmere Middle 
School, Lawrence, Valley Stream South, 
Lynbrook and East Rockaway all attended 
the event. Each of the schools had a sign 
with their school name and each school 
was given a t-shirt with their school colors 
to differentiate them. The students were 
filled with excitement upon stepping off of 
the bus and getting the day started. 

The day began with the Leaders’ Club 
members applauded each of the students as 
they entered the field. The students were all 
very anxious for what the rest of the day 
was going to bring and the smiles on their 
faces were contagious. All of the students 
were excited for a day that intended to bring 
students together. The opening ceremony 
began with group stretching and dancing 
to the YMCA led by the Hewlett Leader’s 
Club.

The Leaders’ Club Board took a lot 
of time to prepare for the day, making sure 
that each member of the club had a spe-
cific activity to work at. They were also in 
charge of making sure all of the students 
knew what they were supposed to do at 

each station. 
“It’s really special to be able to put 

smiles on the students’ faces.” Kristen De-
Cicco ’17 said. “They love hanging out and 
meeting new people, so to see them smiling 
makes me feel good.”

The Leaders prepared for the day by 
setting up their respective activities and 

the field to make it look more exciting. 
There were seven events at the Friendship 
Games, including a 400 meter walk, the 40 
meter dash, the egg race, softball throw, 
long jump, hurdles and for the first time, 
an inflatable obstacle course. Each of the 
students had so much energy and made 
sure that they showed off their best skills. 
The students raced one another on the track, 
making it seem like they were participat-
ing in a real track and field competition. 
However, the inflatable obstacle course 
was a crowd favorite. Students were able 

tiple-choice tests concerning the area of busi-
ness they chose to focus on. Each test assessed 
knowledge of key terms and behaviors within 
each industry. As a thanks for participating in 
the competition, DECA rewarded participants 
by renting out Universal Studios for their en-
joyment. The next day participants got back 
to business, taking part in their respective 
competitions that occurred at different points 
throughout the day. At the international stage, 
students demonstrated their critical thinking 
and creativity skills under pressure. There are 
numerous categories participants can choose 
to focus on that may require students to per-
form speeches, make business plans, roleplay, 
among others. Each participant or group of 
participants is given scenarios from the busi-
ness category they selected. After receiving 
a scenario, participants had 30 minutes to 
develop an innovative and effective solution 
to the problem, which they acted out with a 
judge. As the most nerve-wracking part of the 
trip came to an end, DECA members ended 
their stay in California with a stress-free visit 
to Disney California Adventure.

“Disneyland and Universal were ex-
tremely fun! Both parks were much smaller 
and more vintage than the ones in Orlando, so 
we were able to explore the entire park in the 
time allotted,” Barnes said. “I love that DECA 
rented out Universal Studios for the night so 
that all the kids participating in DECA could 
have fun together. Walking around Universal 
Studios, I met people from every state in the 
U.S. and from far off countries like Korea and 
China. The environment was so welcoming 
and everyone was extremely friendly, we all 
had a great time.” 

“I think DECA Internationals was an 
incredible experience. It was very inspiring 

to race with their peers and end with going 
down a fun slide.

“The day as a whole went very 
smoothly.” DeCicco said, “The day was 
perfect because of the new inflatable.”

Cornell’s students prepared for this 
special day in their gym class during the 
year. They practiced  hurdling, walking the 

track, running the 40 meter dash and even 
doing the long jump. Although it seemed 
tedious, their practice paid off. 

The rotation of the events allowed for 
each of the schools to participate in every 
event. At the conclusion of the activities, the 
schools all joined back together for lunch. 
The event made it so the students were able 
to mingle with one another and regain their 
energy for the closing ceremony. Despite all 
of the fun activities run throughout the day, 
everyone would agree that the ice cream 
truck at the end of lunch was the best part. 

to be around so many other kids who are 
passionate about business and I learned a lot. 
The relaxed schedule and the fun we had in the 
parks made competing in this slightly scary 
competition more fun and less frightening. I 
would not trade this experience for the world,” 
Berger said. 

Although none of Hewlett’s participants 
qualified as DECA International finalists, 
simply reaching this level in the competition 
is an achievement in its own right. This marks 
the first time participants from Hewlett High 
School have advanced to the international 
level and were actually able to go.  DECA has 
become an increasingly popular club among 
students because of the exciting opportuni-
ties it offers and the intensive preparation for 
business and entrepreneurship careers. Not 
to mention, DECA teaches students how to 
network and make connections that they will 
cherish for years to come. 

“The roleplays have definitely helped 
me become more comfortable speaking to 
authority figures. It has also helped me in 
refining my business skills and understanding 
terms that I had learned in a classroom setting, 
but now could apply to real-life hypothetical 
situations. This club has really opened my 
eyes the various career opportunities there 
are in business. Competing in a group with a 
classmate, I learned how to strategically uti-
lize my strengths and work on my weaknesses 
so I could make the most of the partnership,” 
Barnes said.

Congratulations are in order to all par-
ticipants for their remarkable achievements 
in the competition. Hopefully, this year’s 
generous showing of Hewlett students at 
DECA Internationals will continue for many 
years to come. 

As the schools departed from the Friend-
ship Games, it was clear that this day was 
another success. 

This year was the first time that 
Franklin and Hewlett Elementary School 
students participated in the event and it had 
just as big an impact on them as it did the 
high school students.

“The Friendship Games is a wonder-
ful day for our students and one that we look 
forward to all year. I hope that it continues 
in the future,” Nicole Emerson, Woodmere 
Middle School gym teacher, said.

This day was not only important for  
the students participating in the games, but 
for all of the volunteers and club members 
who helped make the day possible as well. 
Without the help from the leaders, the day 
wouldn’t have gone nearly as well as it 
did. The magic that came with seeing the 
students interacting with one another, help-
ing one another, and enjoying one another’s 
company is an unforgettable experience.  

“Our third annual Friendship Games 
was a great success!” Harrison Poutre ’17 
said, “We hosted students from 5 neigh-
boring schools and every student on the 
field had a smile on their face while they 
participated in the 7 stations on the field. I 
want to especially thank the Leaders and 
volunteers from all grades who helped to 
make the day run smoothly, and made sure 
that every student had a fantastic day.”

It is not everyday that special needs 
students have the opportunity to meet and 
connect with people just like them, so this 
day will forever be an important one to the 
kids of Hewlett High School. Seeing the 
giant smiles on the students’ faces is so spe-
cialand hopefully this event will continue 
on for years to come. 

Courtesy of Melissa Pantelis
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Scherzinger: a Model, an icon, an inSpiration  
by Leila Xu

Between studying for tests, join-
ing extracurricular activities and trying 
to maintain a social life, many high 
school students struggle to balance their 
schedules efficiently. Few students have 
the ability to hold a job during the busy 
school year – much less a career as a 
fashion model. Valerie Scherzinger ’18 
is a true exception in that she has been 
modeling since she was thirteen years 
old. From UNIF to Armani Exchange, 
Scherzinger has had her fair share of 
modeling from a young age.

Scherzinger was f irst launched 
into the modeling world at a Katy Perry 
concert.

A scout from Wilhelmina Models, a 
model and talent management agency, ap-
proached her with an offer for a job and a 
meeting with the team. After exchanging 
contact information, Scherzinger took the 
first step in her modeling career.

Wilhelmina Models is considered 
to be one of the pioneers of the fashion 
and beauty industries. Founded by Dutch 
supermodel Wilhelmina Cooper, this 
agency aims to provide model manage-
ment for a wide spectrum of models and 
entertainers. It has surely opened many 
doors for Scherzinger and will likely 
continue to have a positive impact on 
her career.

Last year was full of new opportu-
nities for Scherzinger. For example, she 
was given the opportunity to travel to 
Los Angeles for a week with her mother 
to meet the Wilhelmina team. This ex-
posed her to new jobs and castings that 
helped to further her career. In the same 

year, she traveled to Maine to model for 
Tommy Hilfiger EU; which allowed her 
to meet other models from around the 
country. However, her efforts were not 
confined to the country, as she was also 
invited to model 
for a company in 
Lima, Peru. This 
was her first time 
traveling out of the 
country for a mod-
eling shoot, but it 
will surely not be 
her last. Scherz-
inger has big plans 
for the future of 
her career. She is 
planning to travel 
to Paris and pos-
sibly London for 
a modeling shoot 
t h i s  u p c o m i n g 
summer.

The Internet 
has also played an 
influential role in 
spreading Scherz-
inger’s popularity. 
Whether it be Instagram, Tumblr, or 
fashion websites, they have all greatly 
helped to spread recognition of the up 
and coming model.

“My favorite part about being a 
model would have to be being able to 
experience everything in the industry,” 
Scherzinger said. “From working, learn-
ing how to talk properly to everyone and 
learning the do’s and do-not’s of just 
about everything to being able to hop 
on a train and go to work, traveling and 

by Kayley Ragazzini and Emily May 
Marine Biology is one of the many 

intriguing science courses that G. W. Hewlett 
High School has to offer. Those hoping to 
pursue a career in this field or are simply inter-
ested in marine life are strongly encouraged to 
participate. Students who take the course leave 
with a wide-range of knowledge on marine life 
and the analysis of various marine organisms. 

Marine biology offers a diverse cur-
riculum ranging from the study of the rocky 
intertidal zone to our local tidal estuary, the 
Long Island Sound. Through labo-
ratory assignments with both 
live and preserved marine 
organisms and hands-on 
projects, students are 
able to grasp many 
different aspects of 
the oceanic world. 
Although the course is 
considered an elective, it is by no 
means easy. It requires independent 
study, fieldwork and experiments 
throughout the year. 

Recently, students participated in a field 
trip to Jones Beach on May 5, led by Marine 
Biology teacher Steven Amara and Science 
teacher Martin Kilkenny. Though many 
hoped for a sunny day in order to perform 
research at the beach, they instead received 
gloomy, inclement weather. However, the 
group remained optimistic as they ventured to 
the beach for the small crabs and marine ani-
mals that they had studied in class all semester. 

“We were all in really high spirits and 
very hopeful,” Mary Elizabeth O’Toole ’18, a 
student of the marine biology class, said. “It 
was an amazing trip with amazing people. 
There is no other group of people I would 
have wanted to have gone on this trip with.” 

With help from Kilkenny, Amara orga-

nized the class and gave instructions for the 
day. Amara then distributed waders, which are 
waterproof garments the students wore while 
searching the waters in pursuit of their own 
organisms to investigate. Even with the wad-
ers, most of the students came out of the waters 
soaking wet but full of smiles. The students 
were able to collect over 20 different types of 
organisms ranging from fishes to crabs.

Luckily, the students made it back onto 
the bus just before it started to pour. Amara 
rewarded the students with a spontaneous visit 

to Dunkin’ Donuts to warm 
them up with hot chocolate 

and desserts for the 
ride home. 

“Always an 
interesting expe-
rience going on 

the Marine Bio trip 
because you never 

know how the kids are 
going to react to getting into 
the water on a cold, rainy day,” 

Kilkenny said. “I’m always amazed at how 
the students can recognize all of the different 
species which they are able to capture.”

Upon returning to the school, students 
transferred the organisms that they caught into 
separate fish tanks in order to better examine 
them. Once the organisms were sorted into 
different fishtanks, Amara assigned a few 
students to care for each tank and observe the 
organisms there for the remainder of the year. 
This would provide students the opportunity 
to watch the marine life thrive and progress 
in the following weeks. Overall, the trip was 
a success and is expected to remain a lasting 
tradition for the science department at Hewlett 
High School. It will surely be something to 
look forward to for prospective marine biol-
ogy students in the years to come. 

Science by the Sea 

definitely being able to meet so many 
people, there is always something new.”

Much dedicat ion is needed to 
pursue a career as a model. Scherzinger 
has had to miss many days of school in 

order to com-
ply with the re-
sponsibilities a 
fashion model 
must uphold . 
Though there 
is no set sched-
ule, it gets very 
busy and hectic 
at times. Since 
h e r  p a r e n t s 
work ,  Scher-
z i nge r  of t e n 
t ravels to the 
city by herself 
for photoshoots 
or castings. Be-
cause of these 
o b l i g a t i o n s , 
S c h e r z i n g e r 
hopes that her 
older brother 
will be able to 

travel with her out of the country for mod-
eling jobs when he returns from college. 

Scherzinger enjoys writing in her 
free time, pursuing photography and 
going surfing with her uncle. To add 
onto her already impressive record of 
accomplishments, she is even learning 
to play the guitar.

Before modeling, Scherzinger ad-
mits that she was very shy and did not 
stray much outside of her intimate friend 
group. However, after being exposed to 

the modeling world, she has become a 
stronger version of herself. Modeling has 
truly enabled her to step outside of her 
comfort zone and try new things.

“One thing I have learned from the 
modeling industry is you have to be con-
fident,” Scherzinger said. “It is the most 
important thing, and it can definitely take 
you places. Knowing what you are doing, 
looking the part, being who you truly are, 
which are only part of the things you have 
to do. Be yourself no matter what. When 
you go to castings, they like to see the real 
you, so you should let as much of your 
personality out as you can. For someone 
who sees hundreds of girls in the same 
colors—black, grey, or white, standard 
model uniform—it is nice when you can 
see a girl’s smile, or if they’re funny. 
Today, I am so much more confident, and 
modeling has changed my life forever. 
These things I am very grateful for, and I 
am lucky to have been stumbled upon by 
an agent and I am lucky that it has gone 
this way so far.”

After high school, Scherzinger 
plans on moving to the city to model 
full-time. One of her future goals is to 
walk during the New York City Fashion 
Week. This will only be possible when 
she is out of school due to the time com-
mitment that is required. However, it is a 
likely goal to be met when she graduates 
high school. 

In just a few short years, Scherz-
inger has landed impressive contracts 
and castings. At this rate, it will be no 
surprise when we see Scherzinger’s face 
on Times Square billboards and the front 
cover of magazines. 

Art by Abigail Chen

Courtesy of Valerie Scherzinger
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SADD GiveS A ReAlity CheCk 
by Shanzeh Sadiq 

Everyone has heard of jello cakes; they 
are wobbly, they are fun and most importantly,  
they are delicious. However, if you are sick and 
tired of the same old cake and want to try one 
with a special twist, the up and coming Rain-
drop Cake is the answer. While these cakes are 
not made out of actual raindrops, they surely 
seem to be made of magic. 

The Raindrop Cake is one of the top 
foods trending throughout the nation. Everyone 
is dying to find out what this beautiful edible 
creation tastes like and how it is made. Although 
it has only begun receiving mass media atten-
tion recently, it is a variation of an old Japanese 
recipe that has been around for quite some time. 

The Raindrop Cake was first debuted by 
Chef Darren Wong at the outdoors food festival,  
Smorgasburg, in Brooklyn, NY. It is a spin-off 
of the traditional Japanese dish, Mizu Shingen 
Mochi. These intriguing cakes are crystal clear 
and calorie-free. Though Wong is not a profes-
sionally trained chef, his passion for baking has 
taught him the creativity necessary to create 
such an interesting and delicious treat.

“[The cake] is a light, delicate, and re-
freshing raindrop made for your mouth,” Wong 
explained. “It is very mild and very much about 
the delicate texture that melts in your mouth. 
Together with the toppings, it has a strong, 
sweet kick with a tinge of molasses and roasted 
nutty flavor.”

The Raindrop Cake’s basic ingredients 
include mineral water, roasted soybean flour 
known as kinako and a sugary syrup called 
kurimatsu. The component that makes the cake 
jello-like is agar, a special ingredient obtained 
from seaweed that acts as an alternative to gela-
tin. The delicate and soft structure of the cake 

melts with one bite in your mouth.
A unique aspect to the cake is the variety 

of toppings that can be added to it. This allows 
for individuals to be creative and experimental 
with their choices. Common toppings include 
sweet molasses and nuts for extra flavor. The 
diversity of flavors that can be added makes this 
cake truly unique. There is no standard flavor 
of Raindrop Cake — you can add whatever the 
heart desires.

Raindrop Cakes take a couple of hours 
to make but once served, everyone must dig in 
quickly because it will literally become a drop 
of sweet water. Another impressive aspect of the 
raindrop cake is the cultural value that it main-
tains. It encourages people to try a traditional 
dessert from a different culture and learn more 
about distinct customs from around the world. 

“I love Japanese cuisine because of its 
simple ingredients and stunning presentation,” 
Wong said. “That’s what caught my eye about 
this dessert when I first saw it. [The Raindrop 
Cake] was a popular dessert in Japan and [I 
wanted to] introduce Western culture to a dif-
ferent style of dessert.”

Bakeries are expanding their menus to 
accommodate this unique dessert. Food-lovers 
are always looking to try new foods and this is 
the perfect option. The Raindrop Cake has sur-
passed the boundary of the United States, reach-
ing Australia and England in the past weeks. 

For those hoping to add a unique flavor 
to their meals, a simple search on YouTube 
provides videos with step-by-step instructions 
to making your own Raindrop Cake. There is 
no need to wait until another food festival or out-
door market, as many recipes are being posted 
online for those willing to try. Now anyone can 
make this delicious treat anytime of the day.

by Alana Schrager 
When it comes to driving under the 

influence, teenagers often fail to consider the 
life-changing consequences of their actions. 
Many adolescents are stuck in the mindset that 
serious accidents are rare and can never happen 
to them, choosing not to take the stories they 
hear seriously. 

On May 18, the senior class of G.W. 
Hewlett High School had the opportunity to 
experience what it is truly like to drive drunk 
with the help of a real-life simulation. In addi-
tion, they were given the chance to drive while 
distracted by cell phones, a common hindrance 
for young and experienced drivers alike. This 
event was designed to spread awareness of the 
consequences that follow when driving under 
the influence. Though it was sponsored by 
representatives from the Save a Life Tour, it 
was ultimately made possible due to efforts 
of the Students Against Destructive Decisions 
(SADD) club. 

It is especially imperative that high school 
students recognize the severity of drunk driv-
ing, as many are fairly new to driving. The main 
purpose of the Save a Life Tour is to enforce the 
notion that both drunk and distracted driving are 
serious conditions that anyone can fall victim to 
through a series of bad decisions, especially in 
this technology-dependent generation.

“[The drunk driving simulator] was eye 
opening,” Nikki Roberts ’17, participant of the 
event sponsored by the Save a Life Tour, said. 
“It showed me the severely limited control one 
has over their driving despite believing they are 
in full control. It made me realize that one bad 
decision has an impact on not just my life, but 
also the lives of innocent strangers.” 

Given the fact that most of the senior 

class has been driving for at least a year, it is 
crucial that even the most inexperienced drivers 
understand the immense responsibility placed 
on them the second they step behind the wheel. 
The simulators reinforced the importance of 
responsible driving.

“All the seniors really enjoyed the event 
and left with a new found awareness and respon-
sibility that they will take with in the car and on 
any road life takes them on,” Shana Bernstein 
’17, president of SADD Club, said.

Aside from experimenting with the 
hands-on simulators, members of the senior 
class were encouraged to sign a pledge promis-
ing that they would not commit the crimes they 
had just “experienced” first hand. Although 
these pledges do not ensure that these teenagers 
will not make life-altering mistakes, it encour-
ages them to recognize the severity of such 
actions. When it comes to driving responsibly, 
Hewlett students surely left well-informed, with 
lessons they will remember for years to come. 

“I think this event was eye opening for 
all, but especially for those kids who previously 
thought they were invincible against the perils 
of drunk and distracted driving.” Shelby Love 
‘18, treasurer of SADD Club, said. “By stepping 
onto the simulators, kids realized that there is 
no such thing as being invincible behind the 
wheel.” 

The Save a Life Tour was an experience 
unlike any other that Hewlett students were pre-
viously exposed to. It was an effective method 
to learn about problems directly associated with 
their generation. SADD Club and the Save a 
Life organization expect that the seniors will 
retain the knowledge they learned from this 
experience and recall it as they drive down the 
unpredictable roads of life. 

too PRetty to eAt 

by Karine Malina 
Recently, the social media powerhouses 

of Instagram and Snapchat have engaged 
in a cutthroat rivalry to become the most 
popular networking platform in the world. 
A significant part of the technology industry 
is competition for users and the next greatest 
feature — all of which keep innovation alive. 
However, after introducing the new feature 
of Instagram Stories, virtually identical to 
Snapchat Stories, many people are torn over 
which app they prefer to use. Stories allow 
for users to upload pictures and videos for 24 
hours and after, they disappear.

A report by TechCrunch revealed that 
Snapchat Stories’ view counts have declined 
by an estimated 15 to 40 percent after Insta-
gram Stories made its debut. Users are clearly 
happy with the new feature, as Instagram 
reported that over 200 million people use 
Instagram Stories each day. This surpasses 
Snapchat’s most recent report of 161 million 
daily users. 

Instagram has been able to quickly 
develop its own versions of popular features 
coming from its rivals through a series of 
app updates. In one year, Instagram released 
a clone of Snapchat’s augmented reality “3D 
stickers” as well as a text feature that can 
move around photos and videos. “Pinning” 
is another shared function in which text can 
change in scale and move around with the 
objects. In its latest update, Instagram has 
included an identical version of the famed 
Snapchat lenses, or face filters. 

In addition to these copies of Snapchat’s 
features, Instagram has included its own in-
novations that are unique to its platform. From 
live streaming and hands-free recording to 
Boomerangs, or mini videos that loop back 
and forth, many argue that Instagram has 
surpassed Snapchat in terms of technological 
advancement. 

When asked which they prefer, one 
student said, “Instagram Stories is just a copy 
of Snapchat that less people use. The majority 
of my friends continue to use Snapchat for 
short-term pictures and Instagram for sig-
nificant, permanent photos.” Another student 
found Instagram’s new features more conve-
nient, stating,  “Now that Instagram offers 
everything that Snapchat does plus its usual 
features, what’s the point of using Snapchat?”

The question many are pondering is 
whether or not Instagram’s actions can be 
construed as plagiarism.

“If we’re being honest with ourselves, 
this is the way the tech industry works and 
frankly, it’s how all industries work,” Kevin 
Weil, Instagram’s head of product, said. “Good 
ideas start in one place and they spread across 
the entire industry. Kudos to Snapchat for 
being the first to Stories, but it’s a format and 
it’s going to be adopted widely across a lot of 
different platforms.” 

Instagram’s justification for duplicating 
features is that there is a certain obligation to 
serve users and emulate competing companies 
to keep up in the tech industry’s competitive 
environment. If social media companies did 
not copy one another, each app would have 
its own specific aspect instead of combined 
variations to provide the best experience. 

Regardless of which app you prefer, 
both provide an entertaining way to pass time, 
connect with friends and share moments of 
your day in a short-story manner. Snapchat 
and Instagram are outlets of expression 
where users are free to post their thoughts, 
pictures and feelings in any way they desire. 
If competition drives social media companies 
to develop new features and better versions 
of their apps, it can also be valuable to users. 
For now, Instagram may hold the lead, but in 
the constantly evolving tech industry, that is 
sure to change. 

the liDo thinGS in life  
by Sofia Barone 

As the summer draws near and the 
weather gets warmer, the number of barbecues 
is rapidly increasing. What is a better way to 
celebrate the end of the school year and kick-
start the summer than to have a barbecue on 
the beach? On Lido Beach, G.W. Hewlett High 
School’s Key Club enjoyed a barbecue and 
picnic event with Camp Anchor, a program for 
children and adults with special needs. It was 
a great way to enjoy the upcoming summer, 
as well as to support a very important cause.

On May 13, Key Club volunteers ar-
rived at the event eagerly waiting to help 
out with the picnic, whether in rain or shine. 
Volunteers set up the food while serving and 
socializing with the attendees. Hot dogs and 
hamburgers were grilled outside, though the 
weather was not necessarily ideal for an out-
door barbecue. 

Because of the rain, the festivities 
were brought indoors to the Malone Mulhall 
Recreation Center. Fortunately, the weather 
did not bring down the spirit of the day and 
everyone had fun dancing to the music and so-
cializing with one another. Volunteers served 
food while many of the campers partied on 
the dance floor. Overall, the experience was 
memorable for all attendees — young or old.

Key Club strives to help the community 
in any way possible by participating in vari-
ous neighborhood events year-round. Just this 
year, members took part in walks organized by 
the Make-a-Wish Foundation as well as deco-
rated hallways to entertain kids from Franklin 
Early Childhood Center for  Halloween. The 
barbecue on Lido Beach is only one example 
of the many events put on by the proud and 
distinguished Key Club members.

“Overall, it was a lot of fun,” Nathaniel 
Eisenberg ’18, vice president of Key Club, 
said. “The Lido Beach event is my favorite 
Key Club event of the year! Putting smiles 

on all of those kids’ faces is such a rewarding 
experience. I can’t wait to work with Camp 
Anchor next year.”

Camp Anchor hosts year-round pro-
grams that are run by the Town of Hempstead, 
providing programs after school, on Saturdays 
and over the summer. This recreational camp 
is a great asset to the special needs population, 
allowing children to explore various areas 
such as drama and bowling. Events set up 
by the camp, such as the recent picnic, allow 
for other volunteers to connect and interact 
with the children through different activities 
throughout the day. 

“It was truly a spectacular day.” Yanni 
Akhavan ’18, president of Key Club, said. 
“Every single time I go to one of these events, 
it always warms my heart to see everyone 
selflessly helping without any other inten-
tions. We saw the community come together 
to help those with special needs. It was truly 
a wonderful experience, and I’m glad do it 
every year. We encourage anyone to come 
along next year, Key Club or not, to partake 
in this truly moving event.” 

Camp Anchor encourages volunteers 
of all ages to help with support from many 
similar organizations across the country. 
Slowly but surely, this team is expanding their 
support to many children with special needs. 
Hewlett’s Key Club continues to enrich the 
lives of others through their many events, 
and will likely continue to do so with Camp 
Anchor and other local organizations.

Needless to say, the barbecue at Lido 
Beach was an incredible success. The day 
put smiles on the faces of attendees as well as 
the volunteers. Many people learned that they 
were able to have fun and make new friends 
no matter the weather, and many Key Club 
members expressed excitement for next year’s 
barbecue. It was truly a great way to have fun, 
bring joy to others and kick start the summer.  

SnAPChAt’S look-Alike
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yard session,’ received much acclaim. 
Cyrus lets much of this quality shine 

through on “Malibu”. Cyrus wrote the song 
after reconciling with her fiancé, Liam Hem-
sworth, and moving to his Malibu estate, em-
bracing a fresh start and a newfound disdain 
for the crude hip-hop culture she explored in 
her “Bangerz” era.

“Malibu” certainly feels like the natural, 
more mature continuation of her most sincere 
moments. From “The Climb” to “Wreck-
ing Ball” there is an obvious change in her 
personality and mindset. This “new Miley” 
should not come as too much of a surprise, as 
Miley has cultivated this style since her cover 
of “Jolene,” representing her more mature and 
sensible lifestyle. 

A little over a week after releasing 
“Malibu,” Cyrus gave the sweet song its TV 
debut on Sunday, May 21 at the 2017 Billboard 
Music Awards. Cyrus was then introduced by 
proud family members, dad Billy Ray Cyrus, 
and sister Noah Cyrus, who could barely con-
tain their excitement for Miley’s success and 
the fact that “she was wearing pants for the 
first time in years.” “I never would’ve believed 
you if three years ago you told me I’d be here 
writing this song,” Miley Cyrus sings, her 
voice fighting to stay calm. By the end of the 
performance, Cyrus was in tears, likely over-
whelmed by the success of the new song and 
her renewed relationship with Liam Hems-
worth, which had previously ended three years 
ago. 

Overall, the reviews on Cyrus’ newest 
single “Malibu” is mixed but the majority of 
people love her song and her new, mature per-
sonality. This song serves as a turning point of 
her career, changing the perception of her from 
a raging party animal to her true personality: 
a beautiful and pure artist who has taken back 
her title of role model to many young fans.  

Cyrus shows her True self
 by Sarah Krevans

Shedding her Disney-approved image 
as the star of  Hannah Montana and metamor-
phosing into the artist behind the 2013 album 
Bangerz, Miley Cyrus has arguably become 
one of the most controversial artists of this 
generation. Though Bangerz generated mas-
sive hits, it appalled parents who saw someone 
who used to be a role model for their children 
actively encouraging the use of drugs and al-
cohol. Cyrus’ new artistic image drew disap-
proval from conservative families and liberal 
feminists alike.

In 2013, Cyrus went a step further when 
she performed with celebrity Robin Thicke at 
the MTV’s Video Music Awards, further pop-
ularizing the trend of twerking. Miley Cyrus 
and Robin Thicke took the stage together for 
one controversial, albeit unforgettable perfor-
mance. With Thicke unaware of Cyrus’ spon-
taneous choreography, she began to twerk on 
him in the middle of their performance. This 
act left millions of viewers shocked and dis-
mayed, and consequently changed people’s 
impression of her. On the other hand, many 
on social media were inspired by Miley Cyrus 
and posted inappropriate videos of themselves 
imitating Cyrus’s unacceptable actions. This 
would all change when Cyrus retreated from 
the limelight for some time, realizing that she 
needed to take a step back and return to her 
roots.

Now, Miley Cyrus looks back at her life 
in 2013 traumatized at how reckless she used 
to be, especially in her music video for the 
popular song, “Wrecking Ball.” The video fea-
tures an emotional Miley, wearing a white tank 
top and matching sneakers, tearing up as she 
destroys concrete walls with a hammer. She 
then appears completely naked, except for a 
pair of Doc Marten boots on her feet, while she 
swings back and forth on the wrecking ball. 

“That’s something you can’t take away,” 
Cyrus said. “I am never living that down. I 
will always be the naked girl on the wrecking 
ball.” Cyrus further elaborates saying that her 
greatest fear is to only be remembered by that 
one video. In an interview, she said, “I should 
have thought about how that would follow me 
around.”

It appears the 24-year-old star is giving 
her public image a full make-
o v e r. Considering her 
sim- ple and inno-

cent persona is 
what made 
her famous 

in the be-
ginning 
of her 

c a -

reer, Cyrus has gone back to her healthy and 
wholesome roots for her latest reinvention. 
Now, in attempts to reconnect with her long-
lost sense of innocence, she has released  
“Malibu,” the first track from her upcoming 
album.

Anyone who has heard Miley’s covers 
of Bob Dylan, Paul Simon or her godmother 
Dolly Parton, knows that her voice has a love-
ly, natural intonation. These reiterations often 
rank as some of the best covers of all time; for 
example, the homespun cover of Dolly Par-
ton’s iconic hit “Jolene,” presented as a ‘back-

we love everyThing (everyThing)
she went to speak and even meet with Olly 
several times. Her mother warns her that 
she cannot see him, nor talk to him any-
more as it is dangerous for her health.Yet, 
just like every good love story, nothing 
could have kept them apart. 

Maddy and Olly end up sneaking off 
to Hawaii, which allowed Maddy to pur-
sue a longtime dream of swimming in the 
ocean. The Hawaii scene was portrayed 
very nicely, showing many moments of 
bonding between the couple. Olly’s sis-
ter was also included a bit more in the 
movie than she was in the novel, which I 
believe to be a good choice. She did not 
have too big of a role, but it was nice to 
see the closeness of her and Olly’s rela-
tionship. Nonetheless, a part of the movie 
that was difficult to watch was the reaction 
of Maddy’s mother upon realizing that her 
daughter had run off to an unknown place. 
It was heartbreaking but knowing that 
everything works out in the end made it 
easier to watch. I think that it was very eye 
opening for the audience to see how Mad-
dy’s mother felt regarding the situation.

Overall, the movie was very en-
tertaining because of its closeness to the 
novel and attention to detail. It is always 
exciting to see a novel come to life, but 
even more exciting when the film strays 
little from the novel itself. The ending in 
the movie was adorable and will touch the 
hearts of viewers everywhere. The audi-
ence will root for the lovable characters, 
cheer when things are working out, and 
tear up when they are not. The director 
and writers wanted to keep the movie just 
as interesting and full of surprises as the 
book was, and they most definitely did not 
disappoint.

 by Gabby Brailovskiy
“Everything, Everything,” a novel 

written by Nicola Yoon, is not a typical 
teenage love story. The main character, 
Madeline Whittier, suffers from severe 
combined immune deficiency that forces 
her to stay in the house. Maddy’s whole 
life has centered on the environment in her 
house and the interactions with her mother 
and nurse Carla. 

Maddy has long been accustomed to 
the idea of this being all she would ever 
experience; it was as if she was a princess 
stranded in a castle. That is, up until Olly 
moved in next door. Olly was the usual 
handsome boy-next-door that Maddy 
could not help but fall for. Olly and Maddy 
spot each other from their windows, end 
up getting each other’s emails and talking 
non-stop. From then on, her whole world 
changed. It is an uncommon and unex-
pected love, but a truly beautiful one to 
read about.  

The 2017 movie, based on the novel, 
tried to cover as much as possible in the 
limited two hour time frame. The casting 
was spectacular, especially based on the 
descriptions that were made in the novel. 
Amandla Stenberg and Nick Robinson, 
who portrayed Maddy and Olly, respec-
tively, could not have done a better job. 
Moreover, the directors were very creative 
in showing the communication between 
Maddy and Olly throughout the movie. 
Instead of showing them emailing, direc-
tors made it so they were out in the world 
talking to each other, a dream that Maddy 
longed for. 

Carla, Maddy’s nurse, who was 
played by Ana de la Reguera, is an essen-
tial player in their love story. She works 

to sneak Olly into the house and allows 
Maddy the chance to finally get to know 
him in person although they speak non-
stop every day. Their first meeting, as 
described in the novel, yet maintained a 
sense of of innocence. With Olly standing 
at one side of the room and Maddy stand-
ing at the other, it is easy to see that both 
of them were ecstatic to be in the same 
room together, so close to each other, but 
still so far apart. All of the details men-
tioned in the book are depicted perfectly 
in the movie.

Throughout the novel it is men-
tioned that Olly deals with an abusive fa-
ther. Although it was not the central focus, 
it is discussed much more in the book than 
it is in the movie. I think the writers and 
directors could have developed this idea 
more in order to match the concept in the 
novel.

The relationship between Maddy’s 
mother, portrayed by Anika Noni Rose, 
and Maddy was demonstrated clearly 
and thoughtfully. Maddy’s mother, who 
had lost both her husband and son, was 
beyond overprotective of Maddy. Who 
could blame her? The audience is truly 
surprised to see how their relationship 
evolves throughout the film, as the mother 
becomes more considerate of her daugh-
ter’s needs. The mother’s character, how-
ever, could have been developed a bit 
more in the movie. Furthermore, there is a 
major plot twist regarding Maddy and her 
mother who is involved within it, but that 
should be left a surprise for anyone who 
is planning on either reading the novel or 
watching the film. As Maddy gains confi-
dence throughout the novel, she begins to 
go behind her mother’s back. For example 

The Groundhog Strikes Again
by Danielle Cohen

It’s just like groundhog’s day over at 
the August Wilson Theatre, where the new 
musical Groundhog Day The Musical plays 
eight times a week. Written by Danny Rubin 
and composed by Tim Minchin, this new 
musical has already racked up seven Tony 
Award nominations including Best Score, 
Best Direction (Matthew Warchus) and Best 
Musical. 

As the show’s title and accompanying 
movie portends, the story revolves around 
the annual date in which the nation predicts 
how many more weeks of winter there will 
be based on whether or not a groundhog sees 
his shadow. On this day, cynical weather 
reporter Phil Connors played by Andy Karl, 
who received a Tony nomination for the role, 
covers the event on television. He callously 
brushes aside those around him including 
Rita Hanson, played by Barrett Doss,  the 
smart and kind producer of his Groundhog 
Day special. The next morning, Connors 
wakes up and realizes that he is living the 
same day over again. This keeps happening 
to him until he manages to become a genuine, 
altruistic person who woos the warm-hearted 
Hanson. 

Overall, this show is too long. Each 
act is an hour and twenty minutes long which 
is excessive and, frankly, agonizing for such 
a simple and repetitive story line. Although 
it is understood that the point of the show is 
to illustrate one repeating day with certain 
aspects of the day being changed for comedic 
effect, the humor is lost in the vast monotony 
of repetition. Irrespective of its length, the 
second act is a great improvement from the 
first. The first act is humorous though dif-
ficult to connect to because of the ingenuine 
nature of Connors. However, as the character 
morphs and melds into an empathetic and 
good-natured person, spurred by the boredom 
of being entrapped within the same day, the 
audience is absorbed into an authentic perfor-
mance of heartwarming compassion. How-
ever, it takes too long to become enraptured 
in this story and the characters presented in it. 

Three days before Groundhog Day 
The Musical opened, Karl badly injured his 
knee. At the performance I watched on May 
18, he had a large and widely visible knee 
brace on his left leg. Some may think that this 
would shatter the illusion of the character; 
on the other hand, it added authenticity to a 
character that would otherwise seem planar 
and banal. The choreography, staging, and 
scene changes of this show would likely be 
fearsome for an actor in perfect health let 
alone one with a bodily ailment of this sort. 
I commend Karl for his fearless and flawless 
execution of this physically difficult musical. 

This show is infamous for its numer-
ous technical problems. In the past, such 
issues have stopped the show from going on 
entirely. The scenery in this show is primarily 
based upon technology, including television 
screens, cameras, radios, etc., therefore if one 
element of the technology is off, the plotline 
and its execution is greatly affected. Since 
it has officially opened on Broadway (Apr. 
17), its extreme technical difficulties have 
lessened. At this point in the production, it 
is moderately safe to say that one can see it 
without worry of severely inhibiting technical 
problems. 

If you are looking for a hysterical 
show to see this summer, “Groundhog Day 
The Musical” may be the right show for you. 
Hysterical and heartwarming, this show will 
bring tears of laughter to your eyes. 

Cohen’s Corner

SPECTRUM/Julia Grossman

Art by Grace Browse
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by Rachel Miller
The new innovative series “Dear 

White People,” that debuted on Netflix in 
April 2017 has had a positive response 
from viewers and critics nationwide. The 
series is based on the 2014 film of the 
same name, which was written, direct-
ed, and co-produced by Justin Simien. 
Simien was also the writer behind the 
series, with both the film and the series 
having the same general plot. Both pro-
ductions focused on racial tensions at a 
prestigious Ivy League university being 
scrutinized from the perspective of Af-
rican American students in attendance. 
Nine out of the ten episodes of the first 
season focused on one character. The last 
episode, however, provided a more gen-
eral perspective of the issues at hand.

“Dear White People” gives the au-
dience a unique perspective on the racial 
adversity present at prestigious univer-
sities, which is an issue not commonly 
addressed. “Dear White People” was 
able to address controversial issues in 
the present-day while adding a comedic 
twist to the usually serious debates. 

This series depicted racial inequal-

ity controversies to Netflix viewers, 
some who first began watching the show 
because of its appealing plot centered on 
the college lifestyle. This show explained  
serious issues while still giving the view-
ers some of what they wanted, in addition 
to providing a greater understanding of 
the importance of speaking about these 
issues. It is not surprising that this series 
is receiving critical acclaim, as one of the 
directors of this series, Barry Jenkins, di-
rected the three-time Oscar winning film, 
“Moonlight.” “Dear White People” was 
executed meticulously to ensure that all 
of its details were as thorough and realis-
tic as possible in the setting of a made-up 
school, Winchester University.

The show describes the prevalence 
of racial conflicts while keeping watch-
ers engaged with the typical television 
drama. It describes tragedy and despair 
in one minute that has viewers grabbing 
for the box of tissues, but inserts come-
dic relief to have the audience hysterical-
ly laughing just minutes later. With the 
recent Black Lives Matter movement in 
mind, this show brings to light the impor-
tance of racial equality and the margin-

alization of African 
Americans. Thus, ev-
eryone should make it 
a priority to watch this 
show. “Dear White 
People” is thought-
provoking and ex-
poses viewers to im-
portant ongoing issues 
in present-day society, 
such as police brutal-
ity, the use of the n-
word and interracial 
relationships.

Netflix Addresses rAce
by Emmie Cohen

Harry Styles, member of the 
famous boy band One Direction, has 
decided to explore a new path on his 
own as a solo artist. While former 
bandmate Zayn Malik has attempted 
to broach a new style of music, Styles 
has embraced his past, creating an 
album in the  indie-rock style he has 
always admired. The album garnered 
much anticipation from the public 
ever since One Direction went on an 
extended hiatus. However, 
its arrival prompted 
mixed reactions 
from his mostly 
pre-teen fan base,  
who were not at-
tracted  to the new 
sound. However, this 
could open Styles to a 
wider fan base and critical 
acclaim.

In the spring of 2016, 
Harry released his debut single, 
“Sign of the Times,” immediately 
shocking many by the widely 
different sound. The song be-
gins with an intro that is passionate, 
but shifts into an abstract idea: what 
if the world ended? Styles belts the 
lines, “We gotta get away from here,” 
“They told me that the end is near,” 
and “Just stop your crying, have the 
time of your life,” to emphasize the 
true meaning of our limited time here: 
conquer the world and live like there 
is no tomorrow. “You can’t bribe the 
door on your way to the sky,” he warns 
early on in “Sign of the Times,” but 
the sky’s the limit with this song and 
his sheer talent is dazzling. Styles 

never sounds like he is trying too 
hard or scrounging for credit, which 
is where boy-band alumni tend to fal-
ter in their premiere solo records. 
 Although Styles is migrating 
to the rock genre, his pop upbringing 
puts a limit on his rock star credibility. 
His music seems to mediate between 
the two sounds of rock and pop. Nev-
ertheless, Styles’ debut is a promising 
one, where abundant charisma and 
confidence shine through. His break-

through into the rock genre is an ad-
mirable one that sets him apart 

from his peers. While he still 
has some work to do to find 
his voice, he is certainly on 
the right track.

Styles’ new music 
appeals to a new, more 
varied age group. In con-
trast to the music created 
during his time in One 
Direction, the shift from 

songs about girls and teen-
age love to more mature ideas 
about the world and soci-
ety. Styles puts a different 

emphasis on every word said in each 
song, proving there is a special mean-
ing he is trying to convey.

All in all, the music that Styles 
produced is not necessarily rock, but 
it is definitely not similar to the music 
created during his days in One Direc-
tion. After listening to the album, I felt 
that the songs do not relate to one an-
other and seem as if they are not a part 
of one album. However, this only adds 
to the listening experience and forces 
listeners to consider Harry Styles in a 
new, more mature light. 

HArry’s comebAck

AmericAN idol is bAck
Abdul and Randy Jackson — would make 
a comeback on the show. However, their 
dreams were shut down when both Paula 
Abdul and Simon Cowell said they had no 
plans of joining the new panel of judges. 
On the Today show, Abdul politely said 
that she believes the American Idol reboot 
should have a whole new panel of judges. 
On the other hand, Simon Cowell made it 
clear that he had no plans of returning to 
the show. 

 “I have no interest. My 
memories are when we 

first started,” Cowell 
said. “It was a dif-

ferent time with 
Randy, Ryan 
[Seacrest] and 
Paula. You 

can’t recreate 
that.” Meanwhile, 

Randy Jackson has 
not commented on wheth-

er or not he will return as a 
judge. 

 Fans have also been wondering 
if  Ryan Seacrest will appear once again 
as the American Idol host. Seacrest, an 
American radio personality, television host 
and producer, obtained his fame through 
the talent competition television series. 
In 2002, Seacrest accepted the position 
as co-host of American Idol with Brian 
Dunkleman, but became the sole host just 
one year later. As the show’s success expo-
nentially increased, so did Ryan Seacrest’s 
popularity. Seacrest soon became famous 
not only throughout the country, but all 
over the world. Seacrest’s fun and overall 
charming personality made him attractive 

 by Gabrielle Barnes
Yes, you read the title correctly, 

American Idol is seriously coming back to 
television!

In 2002, the show debuted with a 
strong following, dominating Fox’s rat-
ings with an average nightly viewership 
of over 30 million. The show sought out 
the most talented people and aided them in 
their artistic endeavours. The Idol, as some 
call it, played a major role in jumpstarting 
the music careers of Kelly Clarkson, Car-
rie Underwood and Jennifer Hudson. It 
also helped establish Simon Cowell as a 
favorite “TV villain” in the United States. 
When Cowell left the show in 2010, more 
and more people refrained from watching, 
causing its daily viewers to fall to only 9.15 
million. As time went on, American Idol’s 
viewership continued to decrease, conse-
quently leading to its demise at the end of 
its 15th season. Since then, Fox’s ratings 
have plunged. To fill the American Idol 
void, Fox has brought back shows such as 
24, Lethal Weapon and Prison Break. De-
spite their attempts, Fox Network has yet 
to experience a return to the high viewings 
it once had when American Idol aired. 

As Fox was desperate to get Ameri-
can Idol back on their station, longtime 
rival ABC was eager to claim the well-
known television series. A few months 
ago, both Fox and ABC engaged in a bid-
ding war to obtain the rights for the show, 
which is owned by the London-based 
FremantleMedia Group. Fortunately for 
ABC, Fox put an end to their negotiations, 
thus giving up all Fox claims to the show. 
Greeted with shocked and confused faces, 
ABC announced the return of American 

Idol on Good Morning America.
“‘American Idol’ is a pop culture 

staple that left the air too soon,” Channing 
Dungey, president of ABC Entertainment 
said. “ABC is the right home to reignite 
the fanbase.” The show is scheduled to ap-
pear sometime during the 2017-2018 tele-
vision season. 

Although Fox Network was in-
volved in the bidding war, Fox Television 
group chairman, Dana Walden, was quite 
unhappy when she heard 
about the Idol’s re-
vival. During a 
conference call, 
Walden admit-
ted to feeling 
upset about 
American Idol 
airing on anoth-
er network. How-
ever, she also added 
that she felt its sched-
uled reboot date was too soon. 
Walden revealed that Fox tried 
to talk to Fremantle about having Ameri-
can Idol return in 2020, but their idea did 
not seem to attract the media group. Still, 
Walden strongly feels that based on their 
consumer research, the quick return of 
American Idol will not be met with a con-
siderable amount of fan excitement and 
enthusiasm.

Unfortunately for Fox, Walden’s 
predictions have already been proven 
wrong. Since ABC announced its big 
news, fans have been eagerly talking 
about what and who they hope to see on 
the show. For days, fans were wondering 
if the original trio — Simon Cowell, Paula 

to many American Idol viewers. Though 
Seacrest himself has not officially said 
anything about hosting the new American 
Idol, various media outlets have said that 
he is genuinely interested in reprising his 
role as host. Since Seacrest is currently in-
volved in the talk show, “Live with Kelly 
and Ryan” in New York, it would be very 
difficult for him to participate in both 
shows.  

Though many of the positions are 
not set in stone, Katy Perry was recently 
confirmed as one of the judges on the new 
American Idol panel. Perry has had con-
siderable experience judging talent com-
petitions as she frequently appears as a 
guest judge on The X-Factor (UK). In fact, 
it was Katy Perry who helped Niall Horan, 
former member of One Direction, advance 
to the next round of The X-Factor in Great 
Britain and achieve worldwide fame. In 
2012, Fox offered Perry a $20 million deal 
to be a judge, but she turned it down. Now, 
Perry has readily accepted ABC’s $25 mil-
lion contract, which is said to be equal to, 
or even more than the amount male judges 
on American Idol get paid. Overall, Perry 
is ecstatic to be apart of  the new show. 
“I am honored and thrilled to be the first 
judge bringing back the American Idol tra-
dition of making dreams come true for in-
credible talent with authentic personalities 
and real stories.” Perry said.

Though the panel of judges has yet 
to be determined, American Idol is set to 
premiere on ABC in the 2017-2018 season. 
With The Voice being its only competitor, 
both ABC and devoted fans are confident 
that it will be a success.

Art by Rishi Wadgaonkar

Art by Andrea Valero 
and Randel Placino
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Dear Teacher and supporting personnel:  

I am extending a special offer to new patients.  Your dental insurance will 
allow 100% coverage in our office.  Please present this letter to our office 
on the day of  your visit.  

I would like to tell you a little about my background and the services our 
practice offers.  I attended the Baltimore College of  Dental Surgery and 
received post-doctoral residency training at Booth Memorial Hospital.  I 
stay current with the latest advances the dental profession has to offer by 
attending hours of  continuing education classes.  I provide all aspects of  
dental treatment including cosmetic and implant restorations. 

I have been in private practice over 20 years and have treated many of  your 
colleagues.  My staff  and I strive for excellence in dentistry, practice up to 
date sterilization techniques and take pride in the care of  our patients.  We 
provide the following services:

 Bonding & Cosmetic dentistry                 Implants      
  
 Full Mouth reconstruction     Teeth Whitening

       Crown & Bridge procedures           Senior discounts 
 
                                  Morning & Evening appointments
Sincerely, 
Stuart Marks, DDS

       (516) 295 - 1414 
       (516) 374 - 2040 
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Boys’ Lacrosse reaches semis for the first time since ’05

serving the competition 

by Mychael Schnell 
A talented roster? Check. Strong senior 

leadership? Definitely. A dedicated coaching 
staff? Certaintly. A winning regular season 
record? Of course. A playoff trip to Hofstra? 
You bet. This year’s Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse 
team had it all. Starting out as the sixth seed in 
the Nassau Conference B-1, the boys ended the 
regular season with a 10-5 overall record, and 
a 7-3 conference record. This strong regular 
season performance earned the Bulldogs the 
third seed in the Conference B-1 playoffs. 
All throughout the season, this group of boys 
played with determination, grit and passion. 
Their success should be widely acclaimed.

“The season went well,” coach Jesse 
Corben said. “We have a great group of boys, 
we worked hard and were successful.”

During the regular season, the Bulldogs 
achieved decisive victories against strong op-
ponents, proving their strength and resolve. 
An exemplary game this season for the boys 
was a matchup at South Side High School. 
The Bulldogs came out slow in the first half, 
digging themselves into a hole with a 4-3 
deficit. However, they picked up the speed 
in the third quarter, shutting out the Cyclones 
and sneaking one to the back of the net. In 
the fourth quarter, the Cyclones scored with 
2:30 left to match the Bulldogs’ single fourth 
quarter goal, sending the game into overtime 
with a tie at five. Overtime remained scoreless 
until the last two minutes, when midfielder 
Alex Vardaro ‘18 got control of the ball. With 
1:23 left in overtime Vardaro shot the ball and 
watched it soar into the back of the net, icing 
the victory for Hewlett. The Hewlett sideline 
bursted into cheers as the Bulldogs solidified 

the win against South Side. Contributing to the 
victory, Vardaro had two goals in addition to the 
game-winner and one assist, Ethan Grossman 
’17 had one goal and two assists, Wyatt Mc-
Mahon ’17 had one goal and one assist, Alex 
Arad ’18 had one goal and Max May ’19 had 
eight saves. This win propelled the Bulldogs 
through the rest of their regular season.

“After Alex scored 
I was so relieved,” Jake 
Levitz ’17 said. “We had 
been playing in the burning 
hot and I had been running 
up and down the field with 
no rest and I was not sure 
how long our team would 
be able to hold together 
in such hot weather. Also, 
South Side is a huge rival of 
ours and getting the win in 
overtime was such a relief, 
as overtime is extremely 
stressful for any player 
especially in a rivalry game 
like this one.”

As a result of their 
strong regular season show-
ing, the boys landed them-
selves a quarter-final playoff home game. On 
May 18, the third seed Bulldogs faced the sixth 
seed Long Beach High School on home turf. 
Lacing up their cleats and going through their 
pre-game routine, the seniors were overcome 
with a bittersweet feeling - this was the last 
game that they would be playing on the G.W. 
Hewlett High School field. The boys channeled 
these forlorn feelings into determination and 
made it their mission to defeat the Marines in 

by Jonny Miller
In spring 2017 sports, G.W. Hewlett 

High School’s Boys’ Tennis team played 
a very impressive season, bringing home 
a conference championship. Despite the 
young age and varsity inexperience of many 
of the top performers on the roster, the 
team managed to attain a nearly undefeated 
overall record of 14-1. Hewlett’s only loss 
of the season was to Great Neck North, an 
adversary who they will face yet again in 
the spring 2018 season. Led by Coach Abby 
Samlin, the team has much 
to be proud of this season 
and has set high expecta-
tions for the future, espe-
cially when competing in a 
more difficult conference.

While the team had 
lots of young talent, the 
leadership of a multitude 
of seniors carried the boys 
later in the season. Marc 
Dori ’17, Isaac Bakis ’17 
and Daniel Mizrahi 17’ 
were all captains of this 
year’s team. Adam Jablon 
’17, Alec Fischthal ’17, 
Alex May ’17, Jake Zeid-
man ’17, Harrison Poutre 
’17, Sean Lerner ’17 and Steven Gershik 
’17 also provided valuable insight and 
advice for younger players. 

“I’m very proud of every senior on 
this year’s team, and could not have asked 
for a better group of kids,” Samlin said. 

Despite the lack of experience among 
the first and second singles, there was cer-
tainly no lack of skill involved. Dylan Paul 
’19, who played first singles as a freshman 
and a sophomore, and Jared Lake ’19, who 
played third singles as a freshman and sec-
ond singles as a sophomore, both improved 
significantly during the offseason to help 
the team this season as sophomores. 

by Kylie Halpern
That’s a wrap! G.W. Hewlett High 

School’s Girls’ Varsity Softball team went 
out with a bang! The softball team had one 
for the record books, unlike any other in 
Hewlett High School’s history. The team 
was made up of many underclassmen, but 
age was not a defining factor. The squad 
had a 13-1 Conference ABC-IV record 
and finished the season as conference 
champions. This season’s team is the first 
Hewlett Girls’ Softball team since 2004 
to be recognized as confer-
ence champions. This was 
a huge accomplishment 
for the team, one that they 
worked hard for all season.

“This team was so 
incredibly dedicated to the 
season in every aspect,” 
coach Vincent Lospinuso 
said. 

Not only the play-
ers, but the coaching staff 
under the direction of Los-
pinuso and Anthony Scro 
as well had a profound 
impact on the team, help-
ing them attain the con-
ference champions title. 
The team has prided themselves on their 
incomparable unity and chemistry. The 
girls never gave up on each other, always 
motivating  each other to improve day by 
day. Hours of hard work in practice and 
an endless support for each other would 
allow them to attain immeasurable suc-
cess this season.

Not only was the Girls’ Softball 
team conference champions, they were 
also able to clinch a spot in the playoffs. 
On May 9, the girls faced South Side in 
the first round of the playoffs. South Side 
was ranked two conferences ahead of the 
Lady Bulldogs. Going into this game, the 

girls knew that it would not be an easy 
battle, but they refused to give up. The 
final score was 2-0 in favor of South Side, 
ending Hewlett’s playoff run.

“It was a really good defensive 
game for both teams and if our offensive 
game was stronger that day, we could’ve 
come out with a win,” Mai Menache ’18 
said.

The seniors have proved them-
selves as strong role models, and will be 
sincerely missed next year. Although the 

team will be losing some 
key players, the girls are 
certain they will pick up 
right where they left off 
next season and continue 
to improve on their game.

“I  am ext remely 
proud of our seniors who 
get to leave this program 
as Conference Champions 
and setting the bar high for 
the next several years,” 
Scro said.

It was a proud sea-
son for both the players 
and coaches of this team as 
they accomplished such an 
admirable feat. This suc-

cess could not have been possible without 
the sheer determination and unwavering 
drive each and every player demonstrated.

“Winning the conference champion 
title was a huge accomplishment for the 
team,” senior captain Dana Feldman said. 
“I am so happy to leave Hewlett softball 
on such a positive note. I will miss the 
unique bond this team shared.”

Next time you walk into Hewlett 
High School’s gym, take notice of the 
Girls’ Softball banner with “Conference 
Champions 2017” displayed proudly to 
exemplify the great efforts of the girls 
this season.

an effort to wear their Hewlett lacrosse jersey 
for at least one more game. Fortunately, that is 
just what they did. Hewlett took control of the 
game from the beginning, making the score 
eight to three at half. In the second half, they 
refused to let up the intensity, scoring eight 
more goals while only allowing the Marines to 
score two. When the clock fell to 0:00 the Bull-

dogs celebrated; they had 
won their senior game and 
would advance to the quar-
ter-finals. The Grossman-
Vardaro duo led the offense: 
Grossman scored six goals 
and recorded two assists, 
while Vardaro scored four 
goals and contributed three 
assists. Levitz scored one 
goal and tallied two assists, 
Sam Rovner ’19 scored two 
goals and had one assist, 
Gavin Adler ‘17 had two 
goals, Justin Fliegel ’18 had 
one goal and one assist, Sam 
Bodner ’17 had six saves 
and Max May ’19 had two 
saves. Finally, after weeks 
of hard work, the Bulldogs 

and the stands shouted at the top of their lungs, 
“We’re going to Hofstra!”

On May 24, the squad traveled to Hof-
stra University to take on second seed Garden 
City High School. During the regular season 
the Bulldogs fell just short to the Trojans 4-3 
after a double-overtime game. Hewlett knew 
they that they were walking into a tough battle, 
but were confident that they had all the skills 
and determination necessary to defeat the 

Trojans. Unfortunately, regardless of their hard 
work and competent playing, the Bulldogs 
found themselves in a 7-2 deficit at halftime, 
and were unable to claim the victory, ultimately 
losing 14-2. Vardaro and Rovner each had one 
goal, Grossman had one assist and May had 
ten saves.

The end of a sports season comes the 
sad but unavoidable senior send-off. Bidding 
goodbye to this year’s Boys’ Lacrosse seniors 
was especially difficult, given how successful 
and influential they have been throughout the 
past years. Seniors Grossman, Levitz, Bodner, 
McMahon, Zach Bromfeld, Max Rovner, 
Coby Appelbaum, Daniel Hillsberg and Ryan 
Young all had a profound impact on this years’ 
campaign. True role models, these boys set an 
example for the underclassmen, showing their 
teammates what it takes to be a varsity athlete. 
While these boys are off to bigger and better 
things, they will always be missed in the Boys’ 
Lacrosse program. It is hoped that the lessons 
they learned on and off the lacrosse field will 
stick with them forever.

“The seniors will be missed,” Corben 
said. “I wish them all the best of luck.”

The old adage goes “all good things 
must come to the end.” This is the case for 
the Hewlett Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse team. 
After a very successful 2017 campaign, the 
underclassmen and rising seniors must hand 
in their jerseys, reflect on the season and look 
forward to next year. Congratulations to the 
entire program and good luck to the seniors 
as they take their next steps in life. As for next 
year, the Hewlett-Woodmere community can-
not wait to see what Hewlett Boys’ Lacrosse 
team has in store.

Lake put up a very impressive sea-
son, attaining a notable record of 11-2, 
with one loss by default due to injury. 
Similarly, Paul faced the toughest competi-
tion on each and every team that Hewlett 
faced this season, and yet went undefeated 
with an outstanding record of 15-0. Paul 
was set to compete at counties, but unfor-
tunately broke his foot just a week before 
the county finals. With two more years of 
eligibility remaining, Paul will hopefully 
be as successful in a conference with even 

stronger competition. Also, 
Joey Austin ’18 played 
third singles and was an 
integral part of the team.

Logan Fliegel was 
one of two freshmen on the 
roster, the other being Yoni 
Glattman. Fliegel started 
every match this season 
at varying positions, even 
playing singles on more 
than one occasion. Fliegel 
and Zachary Bernstein ’18 
put forth a very impressive 
doubles team - their age 
difference did not seem to 
have much of an effect on 
their chemistry. 

“They have been a big surprise, going 
undefeated together; a ninth and eleventh 
grader working very well together,” Samlin 
said of Fliegel and Bernstein. Paul Ledon 
’18 and Nathaniel Eisenberg ’18 played first 
doubles and were a big asset to the team, 
and proved very valuable as the season 
progressed.

Undoubtedly, the success found 
this season will bring high expectations 
for the 2018 season. With much talented 
players returning, Coach Samlin will look 
for leadership from this year’s juniors and 
sophomores to find success in a much more 
rigorous conference.

girLs go out with a Bang

Courtesy of Scott McInness
 Paul Ledon ’18 
serves the ball during a tennis 
match.

Courtesy of Brian McMahon
 Wyatt McMahon ’17 
dodges down the alley during the 
Garden City matchup.

Courtesy of Scott McInness
 Harper Manus 
’18 pitches the ball during a 
game.
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games. This was a very hard fought series as 
four out of the six games went into overtime.

 The last first round series in the Eastern 
Conference was between the Pittsburgh Pen-
guins and the Columbus Blue Jackets. With 
only three points separating these teams during 
the regular season, many people thought this 
was bound to be a seven game series. How-
ever, the Penguins stepped on the gas early and 
never looked back, taking a commanding four 
games to one series win. 

The Western Conference first round 
exceeded its expectations in many ways. Start-
ing in St. Paul, Minnesota, the second seeded 
Minnesota Wild took on the fifth seeded St. 
Louis Blues. With the Wild heavily favorited, 
the Blues shocked the world and took this 
series in five games. The next series was be-
tween the San Jose Sharks and the Edmonton 
Oilers. This series ended a twelve-year playoff 
drought for the Edmonton Oilers. Led by goal-
tender Cam Talbot and Connor McDavid, the 
Oilers were able to pull off the win. 

This next series was arguably the big-
gest upset in the playoffs. The first seeded 
Chicago Blackhawks took on the eighth 
seeded Nashville Predators. With the Black-

hawks expected to roll by 
the Predators easily, the 
Predators, led by goal-
tender and Finland Na-
tive Pekka Rinne, played 
their hearts out and com-
pleted a sweep of the 
Blackhawks - Nashville 
won the series in four 
games. Concluding the 
first round of the play-
offs, the Anaheim Ducks 
took care of the Calgary 

Playoffs are Underway on the Ice
by Mack Schnell

With June comes the Stanley Cup Final,  
an NHL fan’s favorite time of the year. What 
a journey it has been, filled with upsets and 
stellar plays from numerous players.

Starting in our nation’s capital, the heav-
ily favorited Washington Capitals and Toronto 
Maple Leafs fought hard for six games. Ulti-
mately, the Capitals came out on top. Led by 
star forward Alex Ovechkin and outstanding 
goaltender Braden Holtby, the Capitals were 
able to outlast the young Maple Leafs led by 
rookie favorite Auston Matthews. Filled with 
young talent all around, the Maple Leafs future 
is bright, but the Capitals still ended up on top. 

The next hard fought series was be-
tween the local New York Rangers and the 
Montreal Canadiens. Led by future Hall 
of Famer and Swedish native Henrik Lun-
dqvist, the Rangers were able to steal game 
one in front of a rowdy crowd in Montreal, 
which gave them the momentum needed to 
ultimately win the series, four games to two. 

The next series was between the Boston 
Bruins and the Ottawa Senators. Led by All-
Star defenseman Erik Karlsson, the Senators 
were able to squeeze out a victory in six 

Flames in a quick four game series. 
Back in the Eastern Conference, the 

second round saw four teams battle it out. 
Starting in Ottawa, the Senators and Rangers 
played a tough six game series with the Sena-
tors coming out on top. The next series was 
between the first seeded Washington Capitals 
and the second seeded Pittsburgh Penguins. 
There was much to be excited about in this 
series as two of the greatest players in the 
NHL, Sidney Crosby of the Penguins and 
Alex Ovechkin of the Capitals, went head 
to head. With the Penguins winning three of 
the first four games of the series, the Capitals 
fought back winning the next two. Eventually, 
the Capitals fell the Penguins in game seven. 

The second round of the Western Con-
ference was eventful as both series needed 
more than five games to crown a winner. 
Starting in St. Louis, the Blues battled the 
underdog Nashville Predators in six games, 
ultimately falling short of the victory. Next in 
Anaheim, the Ducks and Oilers fought hard 
in a seven game series with the Ducks scoring 
an early goal in the third period to move on to 
the Western Conference Finals. 

The conference finals were everything 
hockey fans could ask for. In the east, the 
Pittsburgh Penguins outlasted the Ottawa 
Senators in game seven with double overtime 
to move on to their second straight Stanley 
Cup Final. In the Western Conference, the 
Nashville Predators defeated the Anaheim 
Ducks in six games to become the only eight 
seed to advance to the Stanley Cup since the 
Los Angeles Kings won in 2012. With one and 
a half months of hard fought playoff hockey, 
the Pittsburgh Penguins and the Nashville 
Predators will play for their lives starting with 
game one on May 29th. 

GIrls rUn and JUmP away wIth the tItle
by Logan Abolafia

As the Girls’ Varsity Track and Field 
team’s season comes to a close, it is time to 
look back on the accomplishments of this 
year’s team. Most recently, the girls achieved 
a “two-peat,” taking home the title of county 
champions for the second year in a row. 
Coached by Stephen Honerkamp, the girls 
were pushed to their limits all season, as seen 
in their outstanding success this year. 

“Our Back to Back County Champion-
ship had everything to do with the development 
of the girls from last year, but also the leader-
ship of our upper classmen and helping the new 
rookies, having them not only work hard but to 
develop the confidence to go for broke in the 
big spots,” Coach Honerkamp said.

With a roster full of talented and versa-
tile players, the team is led by senior Colette 
Davies. Aside from being a talented runner, 
Davies is a strong leader and a true role model 
for the underclassmen. Although she will be 
missed next year, the team is excited to watch 
her track career continue at Adelphi University.

“Colette Davies is our most accom-
plished senior and her experience was invalu-
able to the team,” Honerkamp said. “Colette 
will graduate with numerous team title as well 
as so many individual titles. She has earned 
them all, but above everything else she has 
earned her teammates, coaches, opponents and 
officials their respect as well.”

In addition to Davies and the seniors, 
much leadership comes from underclassmen. 
From the junior class, Patsy Iannico is a strong 
hurdler who is a great source of energy and 
guidance during both meets and practices. 
Iannico has earned many accolades, including 
her third consecutive County title in the 400 
Hurdles, her fourth individual county title in 
the 100 Hurdles and she traveled to the State 
Qualifier, among other accomplishments.

“Patsy now has a top 5 ranking in the 
State and has qualified for National which 
only the top 20 girls in the United States are 
accepted,” Honerkamp said.

From the sophomores, Shirley Leshem  
is a devoted long distance runner and role 
model for everyone around her. Shirley not only 
puts in the work during the season, but on the 
off season as well. During fall and winter, you 
can find Leshem improving her stamina on her 

own time in order to make herself a more well-
rounded runner . While leaders are essential for 
a successful team in any sport, the success of 
this year’s Girls’ Varsity Track and Field team 
was dependent on the abilities of every single 
runner on the team. 

Another characteristic of the team that 
allowed for them to be so successful is the pres-
ence of highly skilled runners in their events, 
who serve as role models for nearly everyone 
on the team. For example, Ronnie Hillel ’19 is 

an excellent jumper that has taken it upon her-
self to encourage and advise other jumpers. The 
team may consist of a few specialized  runners 
in each event, but each girl offered their time 
and put in the hard work necessary to make this 
season successful. 

Another strong aspect of this squad is 
their team chemistry. The girls are supportive 
of one another, and dedicated to helping each 
other become the best runner they can be.

“If you’ve ever headed out to one of our 
meets, you would be overwhelmed with the 
amount of support and cheering for one another 
from the sideline,” Hillel said. Overall, the girls’ 
support for one another has allowed for their 
success in this year’s Track and Field season.

On May 23, the Bulldogs achieved an 
immense accomplishment - they accomplished 
a “two-peat,” winning the County Cham-
pionships two years in a row. The Bulldogs 
dominated the competition, outscoring their 
toughest opponent, Manhasset, by 39.5 points 
in a 116.5-77 victory. Going into the meet, the 
girls were considered the underdogs. However, 
with talent, grit and sheer determination, the 
Bulldogs shocked the world, taking home 
the title.

“Hewlett had athletes in every event 
which helped take the pressure off a few girls,” 
Honerkamp said. “We truly credit the County 
Titile to the girls stepping up at the right time. 
This team really cared a lot about each other and 
was there for each other when it was needed.”

Clearly, the Girls’ Track and Field team’s 
success can be seen through their many ac-
colades. Davies, Iannico, Hillel, Thalia Reveil 
’19, Aniyah Wilson ’19 and Kayley Ragazzini 
’20 were all named All-County.

Congratulations to the Girls’ Track and 
Field team and good luck to all the graduating 
seniors! Now, the real question: is there a three-
peat in Hewlett Girls’ Track and Field’s future?

Congratulations and good 
luCk to all graduates 

Continuing Competitive 
athletiCs in College.

Zachary Bromfeld

Vassar College 
BasketBall

Jordan carlo

endiCott College 
FootBall

colette davies

adelphi UniVersity 
traCk & Field

Kristen decicco

leMoyne College 
laCrosse

ethan Grossman

MUhlenBerg College

laCrosse

Jeriel lantiGua

liU post

BaseBall

JaKe levitZ

UniVersity oF 
pennsylVania 

laCrosse

Wyatt mcmahon

Marist College

FootBall

Gianna PaPini

sUny oneonta

tennis

lucas Pincus

nassaU CoMMUnity 
College

Wrestling

max rovner

sUny BroCkport

laCrosse

delano toWnsend

iona College

sWiMMing

senIor commIts

Courtesy of Scott McInness
 Gabby Barnes ’18 participates in 
her event at the Bulldog Invitational.
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NBA PlAyoffs HeAt UP tAkiNg tHeir fiNAl stride
by Cristina Ciampone 

Hewlett High School’s Boys’ Track 
and Field team is approaching the end of 
their 2017 spring season. The boys have 
been running on the team since the be-
ginning of their spring season that began 
early in April, many of whom continued 
their 2016-2017 track campaign after 
participating in winter track and in cross 
country during the fall season of 2016.

The boys have shown great im-
provement within the spring season and 
used their training during the indoor 
winter months to aid in their wins. Their 
dedication in the offseason showed, as 
many members of the team qualified for 
counties and found much success at the 
county meet.

The age range on the track team 
brings diversity as well as a large range 
of skills and abilities. Despite their 
young age, many underclassmen were 
some of the top contributors on the 
roster, including Zion Blackman ’20 
and David Durdaller ’20. However, the 
team’s success ultimately stemmed from 
the leadership of the seniors, including 
Alec Krueger ’17. Not only was Krueger 
dedicated to improving his own times, 
but he was dedicated 
to making sure that his 
teammates improved 
as well by pushing 
them the entire sea-
son in both meets and 
practices.

The Boys’ Track 
and Field team has 
def in i te ly  adopted 
a favorable history 
throughout the years 
a t  H e w l e t t  H i g h 
School and other dis-

tricts as well.
The team’s head coach Eamon 

McHugh, alongside assistant coach Rob 
Capobianco, has pushed the boys to work 
for their outstanding reputation and set 
personal records.

Field events at track meets include 
pole vaulting, triple jump, high jump and 
shot put. Students can participate in one 
field event with two running events or 
two field events with one running event. 
A student is not allowed to participate 
in three running events or three field 
events throughout the duration of one 
track meet.

The boys compete in the confer-
ence of III-A and face-off against other 
schools in Nassau County. Such schools 
would include Wantagh Senior High 
School, Valley Stream North, Bethpage, 
Bellmore-Merrick, Southside, Friends 
Academy, MacArthur, New Hyde Park, 
Lynbrook and Glen Cove.

As the boys reach the finish line 
of their season, they reflect on how hard 
they have worked to improve and suc-
ceed in their races and events. The future 
is most certainly bright for the Hewlett 
Boys’ Track team. 

Boys’ lAst At BAt
by David Silverman

As the baseball season ends and the se-
niors say goodbye, the time has come to reflect 
on what has been a memorable and successful 
season.

This year, G.W. Hewlett High School’s 
Varsity Baseball team ended the season with 
a 12-9 record, which included an 11-4 confer-
ence record. In Conference A-2, 
the Bulldogs finished second, 
which earned them a home 
playoff game. 

Throughout the play-
offs, the Bulldogs were handed 
some very tough opponents. 
Their first playoff match-up 
was against the defending state 
champions, Wantagh. Though 
they put up a fight, the Bulldogs 
lost 4-1. However, this did not 
dampen their spirits as they 
continued to hold their heads 
high and prepare for their next 
opponent.

In a win or go home 
playoff match, the Bulldogs 
faced off against the number one overall seed, 
Seaford. In a match that came down to the 
wire, the Bulldogs fell short losing 2-1, ending 
their season.

JJ Lantigua ’17 said, “We accomplished 
a lot throughout the season. Though our playoff 
run ended faster than we hoped, we stuck with 
our opponents till the very last out.” 

Though the Bulldogs’ season did not 
end with a conference or a state championship, 
this year’s players put forth numerous accom-
plishments. The seniors taught their younger 

teammates how to compete on the varsity level, 
arming them with the skills necessary to win 
day in and day out. The seniors wanted to leave 
a lasting legacy of their own and make sure they 
left the team in good hands. The seniors kept 
the team unified and ready for practice each 
day, which is essential for any winning team. 
They realized that without unity, success was 

not possible.
 “They will be forever 

missed and remembered,” Chris 
Rodriguez ’18 said about the 
seniors.

This year’s varsity base-
ball squad included wide range of  
talents from a tremendous group 
of athletes. The team included 
seven award winners: Harrison 
Fink ’17, Matt Kim ’18 and Chris 
Rodriguez received All-County 
honors, Jesse Metz ’17 and Matt 
Kohn ’18 were All-Conference 
winners and Lantigua and Dil-
lon Ristano ’19 were All-League 
players. These awards require the 
utmost determination and effort 

from the players and is certainly something that 
all of these boys should be proud of.

“It was a great season with the most 
tight-knit group we’ve had in a long time,” 
Kim said. This group of seniors will truly be 
missed as they head off to college. The team 
and Hewlett community wishes them the best 
of luck in the future.

“I would not want to end my high school 
baseball career with any other group of guys,”  
Beau Rochler ’17 said. “We have a bond that 
can never be broken.”

HUstliNg ’til tHe eNd
by Andrew Schornstein 

As the year comes to a close, the Girls’ 
Varsity Lacrosse team played very well ending 
the season with a 6-4 record in conference. 
The girls put up an amazing fight and had a 
great season, despite being knocked out of the 
playoffs versus Lynbrook.

“This season was one to remember,” 
coach Robyn Pastuch said. “With 10 seniors 
playing significant roles on and off 
the field, we refused to be turned 
away from making it to the post 
season. We set the goal to make 
playoffs week one and we are 
thrilled to have met that goal.”

In the Hewlett-Lynbrook 
playoff game, the Lynbrook squad 
was highly favored because of 
their pre-season ranking. Our 
girls lost 16-20 even though Mar-
go Verschleiser ’19 had seven 
goals and two assists for Hewlett. 
Mychael Schnell ’17 only let up 5 
goals in the second half, a truly 
remarkable showing. 

Many of the seniors have 
been through the Hewlett lacrosse program, 
playing since they were children. This is their 
last year and it is very touching how much they 
care about the team. It is attitudes like these 
that inspire other players to want to succeed.

One of the strongest characteristics of 
this squad was their team chemistry. They were 
friends on and off the field, which truly added 
to their strong performances day after day.

“What I feel really separates us from the 
other teams is the chemistry we all have,” Ali 
Beyda ’17 said.  

A good work ethic is certainly a lead-
ing aspect to success. The squad’s efforts this 
season were astronomical as they have consis-
tently given 100% effort in every practice and 
have never failed to try their hardest.

Before elimination, the girls had a very 
successful end of the season, especially when 
they defeated Clarke 17-13. Kylie Halpern ’17 
had eight goals and one assist and Verschleiser 

had six goals and three assists. 
Erin Schechter ’17 forced six 
turnovers in the second half on 
the defensive end. These girls 
have consistently stepped up and 
performed well.

In addition, Hewlett beat 
Roslyn 18-7. Halpern had six goals 
and three assists, Kristen DeCicco 
’17 had five goals and two assists 
and lastly, Verschleiser had two 
goals and three assists. Schnell 
only let in seven goals the entire 
game.

The girls will undoubtedly 
put in a lot of work over the off-
season in order to be successful 

next year. Although the team is losing valuable 
seniors, the underclassmen and other girls on 
the team will fill their shoes next year and 
become better with each year to come. 

This team is truly on the rise. Expecta-
tions are high for the upcoming season and the 
girls are very excited to start the season off with 
a bang. Good luck to the seniors as they take 
on the next chapters in their lives. And for the 
underclassmen, the Hewlett-Woodmere Com-
munity cannot wait to see what the future of 
Hewlett Girls Lacrosse holds.

by Max May
The 2017 NBA playoffs have been 

uneventful, to say the least. The public opinion 
on the playoffs is that it is rigged, so that the 
Cleveland Cavaliers will have a finals matchup 
against the Golden State Warriors. 

“If you don’t like it don’t watch it,” Kevin 
Durant said in response to the allegations of a 
rigged playoffs. This response demonstrates 
how the players are getting aggravated with the 
comments about how dull the NBA playoffs 
have played out thus far. Only one underdog 
has won a series, the Utah Jazz upsetting the 
Los Angeles Clippers in seven games. Game 
seven was dominated by the Jazz, who had 
a comfortable lead throughout and ended up 
winning by fifteen points.

The Utah Jazz next faced the Golden 
State Warriors in their quest for the title. The 
Warriors came off a sweep in the previous 
round, defeating the Portland Trailblazers in just 
four games. The Warriors were led by Stephen 
Curry, who averaged 30 points per game in 
that series.

Also in the first round, the Oklahoma 
City Thunder challenged the Houston Rockets, 
which finished in favor of the Rockets four 
games to one. The Rockets were led by the 
miraculous performance of all-star player, James 
Harden, and tenacious rebounder Clint Capela. 

The final first round matchup in the 
Western Conference was the San Antonio Spurs 
versus the Memphis Grizzlies. This series was 
won by the Spurs four games to two. The Spurs 
were led by the newly acquired Lamarcus Al-
dridge, who averaged over 20 points per game. 

These first round matchups set up the 
semi-final round with the Houston Rockets play-
ing the San Antonio Spurs, and the Golden State 
Warriors playing the Utah Jazz. In the Rockets-
Spurs matchup, the Spurs dominated four games 
to two. The Spurs were led by Kawhi Leonard. 

The next Western Conference semi-final 

matchup was the Warriors playing the Jazz, 
where Golden State swept the competition. In 
the Warriors’ sweep, all of their starting five play-
ers averaged over ten points in each of the four 
games. That leaves the Spurs and the Warriors 
left to battle for a chance to play for an NBA 
championship. 

In the Eastern Conference, the Boston 
Celtics earned the number one seed partly be-
cause of a late season run by Celtics star point 
guard, Isaiah Thomas. The Celtics’ first round 
matchup was against the Chicago Bulls, who 
the former beat four games to two.  

The next first round matchup in the 
Eastern Conference was the Atlanta Hawks 
versus the Washington Wizards. This first round 
matchup was controlled by a Wizards team led 
by John Wall.

Another first round matchup was the 
Milwaukee Bucks versus the Toronto Raptors, 
which resulted in another win by the higher seed 
Raptors, led by shooting guard Demar DeRo-
zan. The final first round Eastern Conference 
matchup was the Cleveland Cavaliers versus 
the Indiana Pacers. Lebron James led the Cavs 
to a dominating series sweep, which left the 
Celtics playing the Wizards and the Cavaliers 
playing the Raptors. 

In the Cavaliers versus Raptors matchup 
the Cavs once again swept the series led by 
Lebron James. The Wizards versus Celtics 
matchup was slightly more interesting. Each 
team won all of their home games, which left 
the Celtics winning the series in seven games. 
Game seven was led by an unlikely hero in 
Kelly Olynyk who had a career high twenty 
six points in the game seven showdown. This 
leaves the Cavaliers and Celtics remaining. The 
Celtics starting center Al Horford screamed out 
during a recent press conference, “We are com-
ing...” This shows how the Celtics team is not 
afraid of Lebron James and the defending NBA 
champions, the Cavaliers.

Courtesy of Scott Mc-
Innes
 James Silberger 
’17 winds up to throw a 
pitch. 

Courtesy of Scott 
McInnes
 Margo 
Verschleiser ’19 car-
ries the ball against 
Bethpage
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Courtesy of Scott McInnes
 Colette Davies ’17 runs down  the runway during the pole vault event.
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